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. . l^Afahav rebels agreed Tuesday to consider 4 United 

^peaoeptan as tbe-baxa for a settlement cnrftng the 13 -ycar-oW 
tn AflfcaiwBin A join derivation after two scshow of talks 
I- : T&tmxo the jpenSfes and two of tteir jn&io backed, Pakistan and Inm. 
-4-^ Jaftifcg pfcrtidpsBte " rec og nise d positive poms,” in tike Ove-point plan 
^mwwlf^lqr ^,S(aakir(icinl Javier Pena dc Cudlar. 

‘T&b statement mold serve as a possible basis Cor a setrirrornt for the 
..tAtfetewste® problem,” it said. Iranian Foreign Minister Alt Akbar 
. VehystL the prime wower behind (be talks, described them as a “lurosag 
rail' - in.. Jkc struggle of tbe people of Afghanistan. ” Most Pakistan- based 
. Mojabedeen. jjuemHa grotxps andafl of those based iff Iran attended ibe 
meeting. Tbe Mojahedecn are figjhtnig to nvcrftrcrw tbe Soviet-backed 
Af^nit govenuoant of President NajftwBah. Mr. Velayati said a second 
meeting aodd be held in Tehran. 
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League urges world to save Palestinians 

CARIO (APj — The Arab League Tuesday urged the United Nations and 
the world to send investigators immediately to Israel to save Palestinian 
“hostages m Israeli prisons." The complaint, in a statement by the 
league's secretary-general, Esmat Abdul Meguid, came on the same day 
as strong criticism of Israel's detention policies by the London-based 
human rights group. Amnesty International. "We call on the world to 
intervene immediately to save the lives of Palestinian hostages in Israeli 
prisons," Dr. Abdul Meguid said. “At a time when the world is making 
peace efforts to establish stability based on legitimacy, Israel continues its 
aggressive policies. The international community and the United Nations 
should take the initiative and immediately send a fact-finding mission to 
tbe occupied territories to check the oppressive and inhuman Israeli 
actions against the Arab Palestinian people," he added. Amnesty 
International said Tuesday that Israel's practice of holding Palestinian 
prisoners for 18 days without seeing a lawyer or judge is a “fundamental 
Daw" in tbe military justice system and lends credibility to charges that 
torture is used to coerce confessions. 
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Wounded Iraqi 

children 

leave for Germany 

BAGHDAD (R) — A group of 
22 Iraqi children wounded during 
the Gulf war left for Germany 
Tuesday where tbey'will be tre- 
ated for their injuries, the Iraqi 
News Agency (INA) reported. 
“The se children are suffering 
. from serious (injuries) that can- 
not be treated inside Iraq includ- 
ing fractures, boros, paralysis, 
lost limbs and blindness,*' INA 
said quoting a doctor accompany- 
ing the children. Doctor Kama! 
Fakhouri said Arab and German 
humanitarian groups were orga- 
nising and paying for tbe trip. A 
group of 11 children went to 
Berlin for treatment earlier this 
month. 

Moscow appoints 
first 

envoy to Bahrain 

BAHRAIN (R) — The 
Soviet Union baa appointed its 
first ambassador to Bahrain since 
they established diplomatic rela- 
tions 11 months ago. The Gulf 
News Agency said Che emir. 
Sheikh Isa Ben Salman AJ Khali- 
fa, received the credential of tbe 
envoy, Anatoly Gavryushenko, 
at « ceremony Tuesday attended 
by Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Mohammad Ben Mubarak A1 
Khalifa. Moscow set up diploma- 
tic links with Bahrain, the only 
state in the Golf region which it 
did not have formal relations, on 
Sept. 28. 1996. 

U.S. to make deep 
military cuts ..... 
overseas 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. mifitary will soon withdraw 
from neaiiy 80 more overseas 
bases and facilities, mostly in 
Germany, and will- leave about 
one-thud of America's foreign 
bases by . 1995, administration 
officials said Tuesday. The offi- 
cials, who asked not to-be identi- 
fied, said the plan to end U.S. 
military presence az a, third of 
some 1,600 foreign facilities over 
four years was a result of budget 
pressures and the easmg df East- 
West tensions. " 

Tehran bazaar 
damage 

estimated in millions 

NICOSIA- (AP) — Merchants 
estimated thattmlfiOns of doOaxs 
in carpets, fabrics and shops were 
damaged in a raging fire in' 
Tehran’s bazaar, the main busi- 
cess distyicL the , da ily Rttriaai 
reported Tuesday.. ihe Fatsi- 
langoagc paper said four people 
were injured rat-foe Monday fire, 
which took seven hours to con- 
trol, but (fid not report details oa 
their condition. It said that dam- 
' age from the fire was estimated in 
hSUonsof rials (tens of millions of 
dollars), but gave no precise fi- 
gure. The bazaar is a warren of 
narrow alleys crowded with jost- 
ling shoppqxs and porters pushing 
wheelbarrows heavily laden with 
merchandise. Tt is divided :inlo 
many sections. Mer chan t s there 
supply the whole city with goods 
. ranging from specs and under- 
wear to gold. Tbe area is one of 
the most densely populated of the 
capital. Tall, dusty buddings vie 
with smaller shops- and houses- 
Bazaar merchants are among the 
wealthiest of Iranians, and pack 
substantial' political clout- The 
' 1979 Islamic Revolution was fi- 
nanced by bazaar merchants, who 
traditionally come from conserva- 
tive, religious backgrounds. 

Hizbollsh believes 
hostages In no 
danger 

BAALBEK. Lebanon (R) — A 
radical Shiite- Muslim leader in 
L e b an o n, said Tuesday he be- 
Kesed two German hostages were 
bo - longer in danger- from their 
captbre. Hussein Musawi of die 
.Hizbolfah ^Party of God) told 
Rmfex* -and the international 
fofeWaon' news agency Visaews 
the threat lb tbe Germans, aid 
workers Heinrich Socubig and 
TkwiasKeinpfrier, should be 
over because of signs that two 
I^baaese brothers held in Ger- 
many were in good health. A 
group offing itself the Freedom 
Stragglers threatened to harm the 
Germans tost week unless Bonn 
pro^ TOthiri 48. hours fiat the 
Hambtii brother were not being 
mistreated. •: " - : . 


Soviets get economic 

prize on first day 
of superpower summit 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — U.S. 
President George Bush opened a 
superpower summit with Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev Tuesday 
by proclaiming “an end to a long 
era as adversaries" and awarding 
tbe Soviet Union a long-sought 
economic prize of most-favoured- 
nation (MFN) status. 

The announcement capped Mr. 
Bush’s first day of meetings with 
Mr. Gorbachev and gave the 
Soviet president a shot in die arm 
for his crumbling economy. 

Mr. Gorbachev gave Mr. Bush 
a warm welcome in tbe ornate St. 
George's Hall of tbe Kremlin, 
where Mr. Bush praised the 
Soviet president for abandoning 
Moscow's "old orthodoxy." Ack- 
nowledging the turmoil that has 
accompanied economic and poli- 
tical reform, Mr. Bush told Mr. 
Gorbachev, "we stand with you." 

Bat Mr. Bush warned against 
any expectation of direct financial 
help. 

“A shortage of foreign capital 
is not what plunged your eco- 
nomy into crisis, nor can your 
economic ills be cured by simple 
infusion of ca** ” the president 
said. 

He said the . step for the 
Soviet Union «s to develop an 
economic plan with the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
World Bank to move from a 
centrally -controlled economy to a 
free -market system. 

Mr. Bush promised to send to 
Congress a U.S.-Soviet trade 
agreement that will give Moscow 
many of the trade benefits en- 
joyed by America's closest allies. 

He smd be also would urge 
U.S. lawmakers to repeal restric- 
tions limiting credits and trade for 


the Soviet Union and would 
accelerate efforts to conclude 
agreements on taxation and in- 
vestment. 

Soviet presidential spokesman 
Vitaly Ignatenko, at a later brief- 
ing. spoke of Moscow's “para- 
doxical" approach 10 U.S. assist- 
ance. It was an apparent refer- 
ence to Soviet hopes for U.S. 
financial help but its desire to 
remain economically indepen- 
dent. 

Soviet economic relations with 
the United Stales should emerge 
"not from the feeling of inferior- 
ity.” he said. "Wc want to be 
more predictable and under- 
standable to your people.” 

"This summit marks a new 
beginning: “The prospect that we 
can put an end to a long era as 
adversaries, write a new chapter 
in the history of our two nations, 
forge a new partnership and a 
sturdy peace,” Mr. Bush said in 
remarks prepared for a speech at 
the Moscow Institute for Interna- 
tional Relations. 

With an arms agreement in 
hand and prospects for a Middle 
East peace conference, Mr. Bush 
said: “We need only compare the 
words of the cold war with our 
historic accomplishments in re- 
cent years to realise that a new 
3 ge of promise has dawned." 

"No longer must all the world 
serve as a stage for superpower 
stand-offs," he said, listing world 
trouble spots from Central Amer- 
ica to Angofa where tensions 
were receding. Mr. Gorbachev 
spoke bluntly about his agenda, 
saying; "Cooperation between 
tbe superpowers should bring 
economic improvement to the 
people of the Soviet Union.” 


The first day of the two-day 
summit was also marked by dis- 
cussions on a Middle East peace 
conference and a public snub to 
Mr. Gorbachev from popular 
Russian leader Boris Yeltsin. 

Mr. Yeltsin declined a public 
invitation from Mr. Gorbachev to 
join the two superpower leaden 
from a section of their talks, 
underlining the delicale balance 
of power between Moscow and 
the increasingly assertive Soviet 
republics. 

Mr. Bush also had a meeting 
with Mr. Yeltsin, Mr. Gor- 
bachev's main political rival. 

Mr. Gorbachev told reporters 
as he strolled around the Kremlin 
gardens with Mr. Bush in bright 
sunshine that the first round of 
talks had gone well. 

The two men met for the sixth 
time since Mr. Bush took office in 
1989. and both paid tribute in 
their opening remarks to the 
wanning of superpower relations 
over the past few years. 

Turning to Cuba, Mr. Bush 
laid into President Fidel Castro, 
saying he (fid not share Mr. Gor- 
bachev's belief in perestroika or 
glasnost. the essence of his poli- 
tical and economic reforms. 

“The United States poses no 
threat to Cuba,” he said. “There- 
fore, there is no need far the 
Soviet Union 10 funnel millions of 
dollars in military aid to Cuba." 

Mr. Bush gave new emphasis 
to Japan's continuing dispute 
with Moscow over four islands 
seized by Soviet troops at the end 
of World War n, referring to the 
issue in both his opening remarks 
in the Kremlin and his speech to 

(Cootfeued oa page 5) 


Baker weighs whether to launch 
sixth Mideast peace mission 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
told Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir Tuesday be would deride 
within a day whether to return to 
Israel to discuss the final obsta- 
cles to a Middle East peace con- 
ference. 

“Secretary of State James Bak- 
er called Prime Minister Shamir 
from Moscow and said that be 
will tell him later in the day or 
tomorrow morning whether he 
will return for another visit to 
Israel,” a statement from Mr. 
Shamir's office said. 

The statement came in reaction 
to a report by the U.S. Cable 
News Network from Moscow that 
Israel promised Mr. Baker it 
would respond to U.S. peace 
proposals by Tuesday night. 

Mr. Shamir's spokesman Avi 
Pazner did not confirm or deny 
the report and said be could not 
release any other details of their 
conversation. 

Foreign Minister David Levy 


said Monday he expected Mr. 
Baker to return to Israel within 
days for bis sixth Middle East 
peace missions since the end of 
the Gulf war. 

Syria. Jordan, Lebanon, Saudi 
Arabia and the Gulf states have 
agreed to Mr. Baker’s proposal 
for a peace conference. 

Israel opposes the participation 
of any Palestinian from Arab 
Jerusalem and those representing 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). 

Mr. Baker has suggested ex- 
cluding Palestinians from Arab 
Jerusalem until a final stage of 
peace talks when the Holy City's 
future will be discussed. 

Israel and the Palestinians have 
rejected tbe compromise. 

Mr. Shamir said Monday 
another visit by Mr. Baker might 
help resolve problems blocking a 
peace conference. 

President George Bush and 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev hoped to announce the 


conference during their summit 
talks that began in Moscow Tues- 
day. But the dispute over which 
Palesinians would join peace 
talks persists, despite comprom- 
ise attempts from afar. 

As a result, Mr. Bush “most 
likely” will send Mr. Baker to the 
region if a deal cannot be struck 
by the end of summit discussions 
Wednesday, said a senior official 
who spoke in Moscow on condi- 
tion of anonymity. Mir. Baker 
would meet separately with 
Israeli government leaders and a 
Palestinian delegation and poss- 
ibly make other stops as well. 1 

Brent Scowcroft, Mr. Bush's 
national security adviser, said 
“I’m not sure how likely” the two 
leaders are to announce a 
Mideast conference at the sum- 
mit, although the subject was 
high on their agenda. But if a 
conference is convened, he said 
in a CBS Television interview, it 

(Cootfantd oa page 5) 


PLO works on consensus among 
its factions over peace process 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — - A Palestinian con- 
sensus on the ongoing U.S.-led 
efforts to convene Middle East 
peace talks is being worked out 
among the various factions and 
parties that make up the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO), 
a senior PLO official said Tues- 
day. 

“Urn is not a question of which 
party or group has more points or 
the greater muscle but a question 
00 Che future of a people,” PLO 
Executive Committee member 
Mohammad Milhem said on his 
return from Tunis, where tbe 
PLO leadership is meeting. 

“The different groups ait still 
meeting to iron out their differ- 
ences on internal and external 
issues, including foe American 
peace proposal" Mr. Milhem 


Leading members of two major 
PLO factions based in Damascus 
were quoted as saying that the 


PLO leadership's talks with dissi- 
dent factions were nor going well . 
■ “The talks are going in a vi- 
cious circle. They have not dealt 
with the fundamental differences 
on internal and external poli- 
cies,” Nayef Hawatmeh, leader 
of the Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine, was 
quoted as saying by Renters. 

A spokesman for the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine in Damascus was also nega- 
tive about the contacts when he 
fold Reuters that “some people in 
the PLO leadership are not se- 
rious about putting the Palesti- 
nian bouse in order.” 

Tbe DFLP and tbe PFLP were 
represented in the PLO delega- 
tion to the Damascus talks fast 
week, along with Fateh and the 
Palestinian Communist Party. 

They met leaders of four dissi- 
dent. Palestinian groups. 

Mr. Hawatmeh said that in tbe 
foe PLO delegation deman- 
ded two groups — the Fateh 
uprising of Aim Musa and tbe 


Revolutionary Communist Party 
— change their names before 
dialogue began. 

PLO officials said the talks 
were also hampered by Muslim 
fundamentalist demands for 40 
per cent of tbe seats in the Pales- 
tine National Council (PNC). 

In Amman, Mr. Milhem spoke 
of a growing inter-Arab consen- 
sus on on-going Middle East 
peace proposals. Jordan and the 
PLO in particular, Mr. Milhem 
said, have a “great understand- 
ing” of each other’s positions. 

“Jordanian-Palestinian rela- 
tions have never been so dose or 
so good at tiie highest levels as 
now,” he told the Jordan limes. 
\ He said the outcome of the 
talks currently being held in Mos- 
cow between U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker and Soviet 
Foreign Minister Alexander 
Bessmertnykh may make or 
break the success of the U.S. 
peace initiative. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Egypt says Israel cannot have 
Arab land and peace together 


CARIO (Agencies) — Egypt’s 
foreign minister told his Israeli 
counterpart Tuesday that the 
Jewish state cannot keep occu- 
pied Arab territory and maintain 
peace at foe same time. He urged 
Israel to be flexible. 

After meeting for almost three 
hours. Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa said he and David Levy, 
tbe Israeli minister, could not 
agree on the land-for-peace for- 
mula that Arabs say must be the 
basis of negotiations to end the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 

Mr. Musa's comments came a 
few hours after Mr. Levy, sight- 
seeing in Cairo, said he and 
Egyptian leaders agreed to im- 
prove and normalise relations 
strained for years by widely 
opposed positions on the peace 
process. 

“Keeping both the land and 
peace is unacceptable," Mr. 
Musa told reporters, with Mr. 
Levy at his side. “We hope there 
will be flexibility in the Israeli 


position, and that is why our talks 
went on for so long. We will meet 
again tonight,” 

Mr. Levy described the 
marathon session as friendly. 

But the depth of their disagree- 
ment was obvious when a ques- 
tion was raised about U.N. Re- 
solution 242. which demands that 
Israel return territories occupied 
in foe 1967 war and that all states 
in the region respect the 
sovereignty and security of all 
others. 

Asked how Israel interprets the 
resolution, Mr. Levy said: 
“There are a number of inter- 
pretations of U.N. resolution 
242. Israel has its own interpreta- 
tion.” 

Mr. Musa, who was not asked, 
stepped to the microphone as Mr. 
Levy finished and said any Arab- 
Israeli negotiations will be about 
carrying out Resolution 242, not 
about the resolution itself. 

Israel maintains thar giving 
back the Sinai penisuia to Egypt 


in 1982 fulfilled its obligations 
under the resolution. 

Resolution 242 “includes prin- 
ciples that have to be carried 
out,” Mr. Musa said. “The talks 
will be about ways and means to 
implement foe resolution and the 
pridples it includes, not about its 
interpretation.” 

He said Egypt hopes Israel’s 
interpretation will conform to tbe 
one accepted internationally. 

“Establishing peace depends 
on carrying out these principles 
that the international community 
has decreed about the territories 
and security,” the Egyptian 
minister said. They “are the basis 
for establishing a just peace in tbe 
region.” 

Earlier in the day. Mr. Levy 
dampened hopes of a break- 
through in his talks with Egyptian 
leaders on setting up a U.S.- 
sponsored Middle East peace 
conference. 

(Cautioned oa page 5) 


Settler 
stabbed 
in Hebron 
market 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Two Palestinians 
slabbed and wounded a Jewish 
settler in the occupied West Bank 
city of Hebron Tuesday, security 
sources said. 

A witness told army radio that 
Palestinians stabbed Yuva! De- 
rech, 24. in the back while he was 
walking to a synagogue through 
the city's open-air chicken mar- 
ket. He was moderately wounded 
and taken to hospital. 

The settler was studying and 
living at a Jewish seminary in 
Hebron. A small group of ultra- 
nationalist Jews live under heavy- 
guard in the heart of the Arab 
city of Hebron. 

The assailants snatched the set- 
tler’s gun, security sources said. 
Tbe army damped a curfew on 
the dty and arrested dozens of 
Palestinians. 

Israeli troops shot dead a 
Palestinian in the occupied West 
Bank and another Palestinian 
said Jews had stabbed and beaten 
him in Jerusalem Monday, the 
army and Israel radio said. 

Nabil Hamad, 2], was shot 
dead by troops near Sthvad in the 
area of RamaUah in the West 
Bank, an army spokeswoman 
said. 

Israeli police were searching 
for three Jews who beat and 
stabbed a Palestinian youth in 
Jerusalem Monday. Israel Radio 
said. 

It said the youth, whose 
and condition were not given, 
told police he was stabbed and hit 
with a stone by Jews. 

In the Gaza Strip, military 
sources said three army officers 
were arrested after a Palestinian 
textile factory owner complained 
that they forced him at gunpoint 
to make out a cheque for 750,000 
shekels (S300.000). 

Ziad A1 Yazji, 45, told Reuters 
four soldiers forced him to give 
them the cheque at his factory 
just outside of Gaza CSty Friday 
evening, Mr. Yazji reported the 
incident to the army. 

On Monday Mr. Yazji identi- 
fied three of the soldiers in a 
lineup at tbe local military head- 
quarters and they were arrested. 

He said the soldiers told hizn be 
owed the money to an American 
businessman. There had been a 
dispute several years ago over 
$100,000 worth of goods sold him 
by an American, Yazji said, but it 
bad been settled. 
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EC urges Israel to respond 
positively to Arabs 


BRUSSELS (Agencies) — Tbe 
European Community (EC) said 
Monday the question of Palesti- 
nian representation at a Middle 
East peace conference should be 
settled so that the talks could be 
held shortly. 

Community foreign ministers, 
meeting in Brussels, noted with 
satisfaction what they called the 
emerging consensus on a U.S. 
peace initiative to convene such a 
conference. 

“They (the EC ministers) stress 
again the importance of overcom- 
ing final difficulties, including the 
question of tbe Palestinian repre- 
sentation, so that a conference to 
which they will make their full 
contribution as a participant, may 
now be convened shortly,” a 
statement said. 

Tbe EC ministers were con- 
vinced that a solution to these 
difficulties could be found with 
the necessary political will and 
courage, it said. 

The EC statement stressed the 
need for a reciprocal gesture from 
Israel after several Arab coun- 
tries responded positively to a 
declaration by the Group of 
Seven industrialised countries at 
their London summit this month. 

The statement welcomed the 
Arab countries' offer to suspend 
their trade boycott of Israel in 
return for a freeze by Israel on 
establishing Jewish settlements in 
foe occupied territories. 

The Arab League secretary- 
general was quoted Tuesday as 
saying his organisation would 
welcome participation in tbe 
U.S.-proposed peace conference. 

"This is the right time for 
achieving a just peace in foe 


Middle East based on Israeli 
withdrawal from all occupied 
Arab territories and on foe right 
of the Palestinian people to self- 
determination,” Esmat Abdul 
Meguid told Abu Dhabi's 
government-guided Arabic- 
language daily AJ Ittihad. 

"If the Arab League's parti- 
cipation in the peace conference 
is required. I would welcome that 
and would consider such parti- 
cipation useful within the 
framework of the league,” Dr. 
Abdul Meguid said. 

The six countries of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council, who dou- 
ble as members of the Arab 
League, earlier announced that 
their secretary-general, Abdullah 
Bishara, will attend the proposed 
peace conference as an observer. 

Dr. Abdul Meguid emphasised 
that Israel’s response to the 
American proposals would deter- 
mine foe fate of the proposed 
peace conference. 

“We have received information 
that the Israelis are now studying 
the American proposals and.. .we 
hope they will respond positively, 
and then foe peace process would 
start with the holding of the 
long-delayed peace conference," 
be said. 

Tbe $audi Arabian govern- 
ment said Monday that is was 
committed to finding a solution to 
foe issue of Jerusalem on basis of 
U.N. resolutions. 

The cabinet, at its weekly 
meeting chaired by King Fabd, 
reviewed foe U.S.4ed efforts for 
a Middle East settlement. In- 
formation Minister Ah Sbaer said 
at the end of foe session. 


Islamists, centrist party 
boycott Algeria conference 


ALGIERS (AP) — A leading 
Centrist party Tuesday pulled out 
of government-sponsored talks 
cm organising democratic elec- 
tions. Tbe main Islamic fun- 
damentalist party also boycotted 
foe meeting. 

The Socialist Forces Front said 
as tbe multi-party conference be- 
gan that it was. withdrawing be- 
cause foe government barred 
journalists from attending. 

The fundamentalist Islamic 
Salvation From (FIS), the coun- 
try's main opposition coalition, 
said Monday it was boycotting 
the meeting to protest the gov- 
ernment’s refusal to free its de- 
tained leaders and lift a state of 
emergency. 

The top two leaders of the 
front were arrested last month 
after widespread anti- 
government protests left dozens 
dead. 

In all, six of Algeria's 50 reg- 
istered parties were not partici- 
pating in foe talks, which the 
government hoped would con- 
solidate plans to hold the coun- 
try's first multi-party parliamen- 
tary elections by the end of foe 
year. 

The Socialist Forces Front said 
in a communique that it joined 
Tuesday’s conference "to cany 
out preparation of free and hon- 
est legislative elections at foe 
earliest date possible.” 

Bui its representatives walked 
out immediately after the pre- 
liminary session with Premier 
Sidahmad Ghozali because jour- 
nalists were not allowed in the 
meetings. 

It also said it opposed “all 
practices that divide the parties. 


involved, support an QLegjtimale 
power and delay the lifting of foe 
state of emergency.” 

The state of emergency was 
imposed in early June and gives 
police and the military wide- 
ranging powers of search and 
arrest. 

The FIS had also demanded a 
lifting of tbe state of emergency, 
which was imposed for four 
months, as well as the release of 
its two leaders, Abassi Madam 
and Aii Benhadj. 

Mr. Ghozali said the confer- 
ence had “no undeclared goals, 
no hidden intentions" as opposi- 
tionists charge. 

“We are here to resolve tbe 
crucial problems of our country.” 
Mr. Ghozali said, adding that 
similar meetings would be held 
with economic, social and profes- 
sional organisations. 

Legislative elections bad been 
gazetted for June 27, but were 
scrapped when foe protests and 
strikes broke out with tbe begin- 
ning of campaigning. 

Nearly 6,000 people, mostly 
FIS supporters, were arrested 
under the state of emergency, 
including Mr. Madani and Mr. 
Belhadj, who had called for a 
holy war to topple the govern- 
ment. 

The front won a majority of 
council seats in nationwide local 
elections 14 months ago in the 
first national balloting since a ban 
on opposition parties was lifted in 
1989. 

President Chadli Benjedid’s 
National Liberation Front (FLN) 
had independence from France in 
1962. 
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Iraq’s economy, squeezed by 
sanctions, teeters on the brink 


By Nicholas PhytUan 

Reuter 

BAGHDAD — In the gold souks 
of Baghdad, black-robed women 
sell their jewellery to buy food 
for their families. 

Thieves prowl the streets of the 
capita] and other cities stealing 
cars, breaking into homes and 
occasionally robbing passers by at 
gunpoint. 

Iraq, five months after the Gulf 
war, appears on the verge of 
economic collapse. 

“In Baghdad, you do not get 
the complete picture and it’s diffi- 
cult to say how long they can go 
on but I think that in the pro- 
vinces maybe they can only last 
for several months,” said one 
diplomat. 

Iraq paints a more dramatic 
picture, saying the U.N. trade 
blockade, imposed within days of 
Iraq's Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait, 
is starving its people and denying 
them the spares it needs to main- 
tain supplies of power and dean 
drinking water. 

But any easing of sanctions — 
Iraq wants to sell SI .5 billion 
worth of oil to buy food and 
medicine — will only be a small 
step on a long road to economic 
recovery. 

“Whatever way you look at it 
it's big problems for them,” one 
diplomat said. 

Iraq is a rich country, sitting 
astride the world's second largest 
known oil reserves. It was the 
second largest exporter before 
the Gulf crisis, earning some $15 
billion in 1989. 

But it emerged from the Gulf 
war, its second major conflict 
since 1979, deep in debt and with 
much of its industrial infrastruc- 
ture smashed. 

The statistics make grim read- 
ing. 

Iraq has debts of more than $60 
billion. 

Production of oil, its economic 
life blood, is barely a third of its 
pre-war output 

Iraq's Oil Minister Usama A1 
Hid said last month output would 


not reach its OPEC qnota of 3.2 
million barrels per day until the 
end of 1992. 

“The war has set Iraq's oil 
industry backwards several* 
years,” a representative of a ma- 
jor U.S. oil company said. “It will 
be a slow, agonising process for 
Iraq to return as a major oil 
producer.” 

Iraq’s northern oilfields, which 
produced about 1J million bpd, 
survived the war relatively un- 
scathed. Its southern fields suf- 
fered badly although it has said it 
expects to be producing one mil- 
lion bpd from there by Decem- 
ber. 

But a resumption of exports 
also depends on Iraq being able 
to pump or ship its oil to the 
world. 

Turkey and Saudi Arabia have 
closed the pipelines through 
which 90 per cent of its oil passed and 
its Gulf oil terminals are crippled. 

Mr. Hid told the government 
newspaper Jomhouriya Sunday 
the pipeline to Turkey — which 
has a capacity of 1.6 million bpd 
— is ready for use while repairing 
the Saudi line is a priority. 

Diplomats said Iraq, which has 
taken steps to renew ties with 
Turkey, was discussing the 
reopening of the pipeline. No 
decision has been taken. 

Pumping of the oil is in turn 
dependent on reliable power sup- 
plies. 

Iraq’s Industry Minister Amer 
Hammoudi A1 Saadi says power 
generation is back to almost one 
third of its pre-war capacity. 

But a U.N. fact-finding team 
said Iraq urgently needs spares 
from abroad. “Barring this, pow- 
er output can be expected to 
decline from now on.” 

Power is also the key to other* 
industries such as cement, chlor- 
ine and textiles for export and 
food processing and the assemb- 
ling of electrical goods under 
licence. 

During its 1980-1988 war with 
Iran, Iraq_ was bankrolled by 


Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and the 
United Arab Emirates, who 
feared the spread of Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini's Islamic re- 
volution. 

Its invasion and occupation of 
Kuwait ended any hope of such 
help from that quarter. 

Other legacies of the Gulf crisis 
threaten to stifle any economic 
recovery. 

Iraq has assets abroad esti- 
mated at $3.5 billion but these 
assets, held mainly in the United 
States, Britain and France, are 
frozen. 

The uncompromising Security 
Council ceasefire terms imposed 
after the Golf war limit the 
money it can earn. 

Some must go into special 
funds to pay compensation to 
Kuwait and other countries and 
to pay for the scrapping of its 
weapons of mass destruction. 

The U.N. is also considering 
strict controls on Iraq’s imports to 
prevent it acquiring such weapons 
in the future. 

Diplomats predict a dramatic 
shift in Iraq’s priorities. 

“They will be compelled to 
convert their military industries 
as it’s impossible to restore every- 
thing that was destroyed,” one 
diplomat said. 

Diplomats also predict a drive 
towards self-sufficiency. 

Iraq, although the fertile land 
around the Tigris and Euphrates 
has fed man since the dawn of 
civilisation, imported 70 per cent 
of its food. “They have the possi- 
bility to feed themselves without 
any imports,” one diplomat said. 

Iraq also imported most of its 
machinery and spare parts. 

But at the end of the day, its 
still has its oil. 

“If they have nothing but oD 
it’s enough,” one diplomat said. 

Foreign businessmen — anony- 
mous men in suits who say they 
are visiting friends — proliferate 
in the lobbies and bars of the 
smarter hotels. “People are look- 
ing for possibilities,” one, diplo- 
mat said 


essmertnykh: Recognition 
of Israel could come soon 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet Foreign 
Minister Alexander Bessmert- 
nykh hinted Tuesday that quick 
recognition of Israel by Moscow 
-depends on success in convening 
a Middle East peace conference. 

He was asked by reporters at 
the U.S. -Soviet summit when the 
Kremlin would resume diploma- 
tic relations with Israel after a 
24-year break. 

As he went into talks with U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker in 
Moscow he replied: “It may go 
along with this peace conference 
proposal, it may be very dose to 
realisation.” 

Mr. Baker, in Moscow for U.S. 
President George Bush's summit 
with Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev, did uot comment. 

- In what many see as the best 
hope for years of ending the 
Arab-IsraeQ conflict, Mr. Baker 
has lined op the support of five 
Arab states for a conference. He 
is waiting for Israel to agree too. 

Mr. Baker spoke by telephone 
with Israeli leaders Tuesday 
morning, U.S. officials said, but 
declined to give any details. 

But in Cairo, Israeli Foreign' 
Minister David Levy dampened 
hopes of a breakthrough in talks 
with Egyptian leaders in setting 
up a U.S. -sponsored peace con- 
ference for the region. 

Egypt, the sole Arab state to 
ago a peace treaty with Israel, 
wants the Jewish state to com- 
promise on issues blocking a con- 
ference, inducting the question of 
who will represent the Palesti- 
nians. 

Mr. Bessmertnykh threw the 


Kremlin’s weight info the initia- 
tive Monday, saying that a con- 
ference should be held before the 
end of the year if the opportunity 
was not to be lost. 

He also raised the prospect that 
he and Mr. Baker would make a 
joint trip to the region, though 
U.S. officials seemed less enthu- 
siastic about that idea. 

The officials indicated that 
there was continuing planning for 
Mr. Baker to return to die Mid- 
dle East — he has already made 
'five trips since the Gulf war en- 
ded in February. 

Moscow broke off diplomatic 
relations in 1967 during the Mid- 
dle East war and became a cham- 
pion of the Palestinian and Arab 
states' cause. 

Last May 9 Mr. Bessmertnykh 
became the most senior Soviet 
official to visit Israel since the 
Jewish state was founded in 1948. 

Consular relations were res- 
tored last year and Israeli minis- 
ters have been to the Soviet 
Union. But full diplomatic ties 
remain suspended. 

As co-sponsor of any Middle 
East conference and long-stand- 
ing supporter of many Arab 
states, Moscow has an important 
role to play in the peace process. 

Pravda, daily newspaper Of Mr. 
Gorbachev’s Communist Party, 
gave a favourable assessment on 
Tuesday of the “Bush plan” and 
even found kind words for Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir's 
'reaction to it. 

It said Soviet diplomacy was 
beginning to avoid the traps set 
by its own ’‘dogmas and 
stereotypes from the 1960s.” 



Alexander Bcssmertynkh 

“It has long been time to talk 
to all the countries of the Middle 
East without any exception," it 


The commentary also criticised 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) which supported 
Iraq in the Gulf crisis over the 
invasion of Kuwait last August. 

“The Palestinians, having mis- 
calculated badly by their uninhi- 
bited ‘romance’ with Baghdad, 
patently need new ideas, a new 
assessment of the interests of the 
different Palestinian groups,” it 
said. 

“Israel, it seems, is beginning 
to search for a thread which could 
lead it and its Arabs neighbours 
out of the deadly Middle East 
labyrinth.” 


Talabani says 
he has 
British 
support for 
Kurdish bank 

LONDON (R) — Kurdish rebel 
leader Jalal Talabani asked Brit- 
ish Prime Minister John Major 
Tuesday to bade a proposal to use 
part of Iraq’s future oil earnings 
to set up an internationally- 
backed bank to rebuild Kurdis- 
tan. . 

“We asked his support. ..to 
found a bank with a share of Iraqi 
oil (revenue) for reparations to 
the Kurdish people,” Mr. Talaba- 
ni told a news conference after 
meeting Mr. Major. 

Asked how Mr. Major re- 
sponded, he said: “I think we got 
has support for our cause.” 

Mr. Major’s office said he gave 
Mr. Talabani a sympathetic hear- 
ing on the proposal but made no 
promises. 

A spokesman suggested Britain 
favoured a U.N. suggestion that 
Iraq should be allowed to sell oil 
under U.N. supervision with the 

funds used for h umanitarian pur- 
poses. 

Mr. Talabani said he suggested 
that some Iraqi assets frozen after 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait last 
August should be released to buy 
food and medicine for Iraqis and 
Kurds suffering because of U.N. 
sanctions. 

He said Kurdish experts esti- 
mated it would cost at least $2 
billion to rebuild 4,000 Kurdish 
towns and villages. 

He said he asked Mr. Major for 
help to build camps for 600,000 
homeless Kurils. 

Thousands of Kurds have fled 
to Iraq's border with Iran fearing 
renewed Iraqi attacks against 
Kurdish fighters in Sulaimaniyah, 
scene of violent dashes earlier 
this month. 

Mr. Talabani, leader of the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdfetan, 
said the situation in Sulaimaniyah 
was under control and the clashes 
dd not have a negative impact on 
autonomy talks with Baghdad. 

Asked about the progress of 
the talks on granting die Kurds a 
measure of autonomy, he said the 
problem blocking a deal was not 
territory but democracy. 

' “In Iraqi Kurdistan we are 
struggling for democracy first, 
then Kuiriish national rights with- 
in the framework of a democratic 
Iraq,” Mr. Talabani said. 

The indusion of the oil-rich of 
Kirkuk, inhabited by Kurds, 
Turkmans and Arabs, in the 
autonomous region is one of the 
most complicated issues in die 
talks. 

Mr. Talabani insisted Kirkuk 
was historically Kurdish but indi- 
cated the issue was not insur- 
mountable. “I think the main 
problem is not Kirkuk but the 
question of democrat! sation.” 

Mr. Talabani, the first Kurdish 
rebel leader to be received by a 
British prime minister, thanked 
Mr. Major for his role in setting 
up so-called safe havens m north- 
ern Iraq for Kurdish refugees. 


New Jewish settlement 
started, to be largest 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Israel's hardline Housing 
Minister Are 11 Sharon said Mon- 
day that work had begun on what 
he hoped would be the largest 
Jewish settlement in the occupied 
West Bank. 

Israeli Television said Mr. 
Sharon told a meeting of Israeli 
contractors that site work began 
Monday for a new settlement to 
be called Avneb Hafetz near the 
town of Tulkarm in the West 
Bank. 

It said Mr. Sharon told the 
contractors he hoped the settle- 
ment would become the largest in 
the Israeli-occupied Arab terri- 
tories. 

The announcement came as the 
Middle East peace talks entered a 
crucial stage, with Soviet Foreign 
Minister Alexander Bessmert- 
nykh warning on the eve of a 
U.S. -Soviet summit that to delay 
peace talks might create new 
obstacles. 

It also coincided with Israeli- 
Egyptian talks in Cairo to find a 
formula for Palestinian participa- 
tion in a peace conference. 

The United States — waiting 
for an Israeli response to its 
proposals for Middle East peace 


talks already accepted by foe 
major Arab states involved — has 
said Jewish settlement in Arab 
lands is among the biggest obsta- 
cles to the peace process. 

At present the largest of the 
Jewish communities in the occu- 
pied territories has some 15,000 
residents. A total of 100,000 Jews 
live in die West Bank and Gaza 
Strip among Z.75 million Palesti- 
nians. 

Two weeks ago Israel rejected 
a call from the Group of Seven 
industrialised nations to halt its 
recent settlement drive in return 
for an end to a 42-year-old Arab 
economic boycott. 

Mr. Sharon also said that of 
construction planned for 1992, 
half would be in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, along Israel’s 
pre-1967 border with the West 
Bank, and in occupied Jeru- 
salem, the television said. 

Israel has said it will not re- 
spond to the U.S. proposals for 
peace talks — accepted by Syria, 
Jordan, Saudi Arabia, and the 
Gulf states — until it is assured 
no representatives of the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) or Jerusalem Arabs will 
participate. 


Shanty-dwellers clash 
with police in Tehran 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — Slum- 
dwellers clashed with police and 
municipality workers demolishing 
unauthorised buildings in a 
Tehran suburb, setting 13 vehi- 
cles on fire, an Iranian newspaper 
said Tuesday. 

It was the second reported 
dash since Friday, when Salam 
daily said police detained 300 
people during a riot in the central 
city of Isfahan. 

Salam said police fired into the 
air at Baqerabad, south of 
Tehran, Monday to disperse the 
crowd of slum-dwellers who 
pelted several police cars with 
stones. 

“Police backed the demolition 
operation, but the people who 
were prepared... started to fight 
from the first moments and set 
fire to 13 vehicles, including a 
loader, a dump truck, several 
pickup trucks and a jeep,” the 
paper added. 

Friday's riot started when 
police and the vice squad tried to 
arrest women violating Iran’s 
strict Islamic dress code in a 
central Isfahan square. 

Officials have made no com- 
ment on either incident. 

Security forces fired shots into 
the air to break up the riot 
Friday, Salam reported. 

Tfie protestors chanted anti- 
government slogans and smashed 
windows in nearby banks, gov- 
ernment offices and a movie thea- 
tre, Salam said. 

It said government forces set 
up roadblocks in Isfahan's En- 
qelab (Revolution) square to 
arrest women wearing make-up 
or showing locks of hair from 
underneath their scarves. 


Passersby infuriated at the 
security forces rescued the 
women and went on a rampage in 
protest, the newspaper said. 

The hardline daily blamed the 
government for relaxing strict 
control of the dress code, which it 
implied had given the people the 
bravado to defy it. 

Since the 1979 Islamic revolu- 
tion women in Iran have been 
required to drape a large sheet, 
or chador, over their heads, 
covering themselves down to the 
feet, or to wear a coat-like smock 
with a headscraf in public or m 
the company of men other than 
immediate family members. 

Wearing make-up or showing 
any hair in public is against the 
law, and subject to imprison- 
ment, public lashing or a fine. 

Control of the dress code by 
security forces is relaxed, and 
then tightened again at random 
and for no apparent reason. 

Since Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini, the hardline revolu- 
tionary patriarch, died of cancer 
more than two years ago, Ira- 
nians have been expecting a 
loosening of the soda! strictures 
be advocated. 

Iranian President Hasbemi 
Rafsanjani, a so-called pragmat- 
ist, is believed to want to relax 
the government's hold on society. 

Bat any attempt to do so has 
left him open to attacks by 
Ayatollah Khomeini's hardline 
followers. 

Abrar newspaper blamed city 
officials for the Baqerabad affair, 
saying people spurred by fears of 
homelessness would naturally 
fight back against the demoli- 
tions. 


U.S. Senate bill calls for war crimes trials 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. Senate passed legislation 
Monday that calls for an interna- 
tional trial of Iraqi “war crimin- 
als” and sets up a special State 
Department office to help de- 
velop the plan. 

The provision was included in a 
bill appropriating $11.5 billion 
over two years for the State De- 
partment and other agencies. The 
bill passed 86-11. 

It requires the U.S. govern- 
ment to collect evidence of crimes 
committed by “Gulf war crimin- 
als” and urges that the United 
States propose to the United Na- 
tions Security Council an interna- 
tional criminal tribunal to prose-. 
cute them. 

A special office for the pro- 
secution of “Gulf war criminals” 
would be set up at the State 
Department to advise the U.S. 


ambassador to the United Na- 
tions and help carry out the U.S. 
role in any prosecution. 

The bill also provides $130 
million in 1992 requested by the 
administration for a U.S. embas- 
sy building in Moscow but does 
not specify' whether the present 
one found to be riddled with 
listening devices should be pulled 
down or partially rebuilt. 

The building has remained 
empty and unfinished since 1985 
while Congress has argued about 
what to do with it. The bill 
requires a comprehensive report 
on U.S. embassy needs in Mos- 
cow. 

In other provisions die bill 
would: 

— Mandate sanctions for fore- 
ign governments and individuals 
contributing to the proliferation 
of chemical and biological 


weapons. The Senate approved 
the measure as a separate bill last 
May after President George Bush 
vetoed similar legislation last 
year. 

— Set a framework to restrict 
the transfer of major weapons to 
the Middle East in a provision 
that is also part of other legisla- 
tion. 

— Bar the State Department 
from issuing passports valid 'for 
travel to Israel only — a device to 
allow travellers to Israel also to 
enter Arab states which do not 
recognise passports validated for 
entry into Israel. 

— Require an ad m i ni st r ation 
report on the activities of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion, including its support for Iraq 
during the Gulf war and alleged 
efforts to open a second front 
against Iaael. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Iraq wants talks with Iran on soldiers 7 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq wants talks with Iran on the fete of its 
soldiers taken prisoner during “ 

action, the Iraqi News Agency said Tuesday. ” 1 
Knlr between the humanitarian issue of prisoners of wm^PoWs) 
and political issues because the feelings of their famines should be 
considered,” it quoted a Foreign Ministry source as telling the 
weekly magazine Alef Ba. “There are thousands of Iraqi pnsoaers 
in Iran and some have been registered and counted as : mating m 
action,” the source added. The source accused Iran of blocking the 
formation of a technical committee under the auspices of the 
International Committee of tbe Red Cross to investigate the fee of 
the PoWs and those missing in action. “Iraq is stil l ready to 
cooperate in the creation ami work of such a committee,” the 
source- added. An editorial in the army newspaper Al Qaossiyah 
Sunday said 30,000 Iraqi soldiers were still bring held prisoners in 
Iran. Tbe two countries agreed a ceasefire in 1988 after eight 
bruising years. President Saddam Hussein raised the plight of the 
PoWs in a speech Saturday in which he attacked Iran as “a 
poisoned dagger” being used against Iraq. 

5 Afghans sentenced to death In Pakistan 

LAHORE, Pakistan (R) — A Pakistani court has sentenced five 
Afghans to death for setting off bombs that killed seven peopkand 
injured 41 in tbe Punjab province capital Lahore four years ago. 
Two of the Afghans are under arrest in Pakistan and three others 
were convicted in their absence, court officials said. They were 
charged with setting off bombs at tbe Latore railway station and a 
nearby taxi stand in July 1987. Pakistan blames the government in 
neighbouring Afghanistan for a series ofbombeccpk>sforain recent 
years. Kabul denies the charge. ■ 

Mauritania announces amriesty 

NOUAKCHOTT (R) — Leaders of a Mauritanian opposition 
group suspected of instigating anti-goveimueut riotsiast yeaT were 
granted amnesty under a (fecree atinonhced Monday. The_govern- 
ment decreed eight members of. tbe United Democratic Front of 
Forces for Change (FDUC) who had been held under house arrest 
They included interior minister, DjibrD Ould Abdallahi. Then- 
arrest had been one of the reasons why human rightsorganisations 




charged Mauritania with having one of Africa's worst record^ with 
human rights violations apparently directed mostly at njajnfaenjtf 
black ethnic groups. 

Ethiopian parliament approves premier 

ADDIS ABABA (R) — Ethiopia’s new national assembly has 
approved tbe appointment of former guerrilla chief Tanrirat Layne 
as prime minister in a transitional government, the sfete-run 
Ethiopian News Agency (ENA) said. The council unanimously 
elected Mr. Tanrirat, a member of the Ettuopnm People’s 
Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF), which ousted former 
dictator Mengjstu Haile Mariam in May, ENA saM late Monday. 
Last week. EPRDF leader Meles Zenawi was endorsed as 
president of tbe new government that will rule until multi-party 
elections scheduled for 1993. 

Guerrillas demand ransom for two Americans 

PESHAWAR (AP) — Pro-Iranian guerrillas are demanding one 
milli on rupees ($50,000) for the release of two American aid 
workers held hostage in Afghanistan, diplomatic sources said 
Tuesday. The two Americans were kidnapped July 7 by the small, 
relatively unknown guerrilla group Nahazat Island, (Islamic move- 
ment). The group has been armed and supported by Tehran during 
the 13-year-old war between -the guerrillas and the government of 
Afghanistan. Tbe U.S. embassy in Islamabad has refused to release 
the hostages’ names, citing their right to privacy, The pair was 
working on an animal bnsbandry^project in southern Ghazni 
province for Global Partners, a British-based Evangelical Christian 
group. Western diplomatic sources, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said Nahazat commanders were demanding 500,000 
rupees ($25,000) for each before they would free their hostages. 
The sources refused to say how the demand was made. 

U.N. cuts aid to Afghanistan 

GENEVA (R) — The United Nations has slashed its budget for 
reviving war-ravaged Afghanistan by $31 million and scaled down 
programmes there because of lack of funds, a senior U.N. official 
said Tuesday. Fifty-seven projects including programmes to rein- 
vigorate agriculture, immunise childrea and improve education and 
nutrition had been either scrapped or cut back. “The international 
community has become increasingly immune to the wax in 
Afghanistan and the suffering of its people," Benon Sevan, 
coordinator of the U.N. programme for Afghanistan .said m a 
statement He said this was because there was no immediate end in 
sight to the Afghan conflict and there were compelling humanita- 
rian needs elsewhere. Cash requirements for the 1991 aid 
programme bad originally been set at $136 million but had been cut 
to $105 million. Mr. Sevan said major donor countries had 
indicated they would not commit! substantial new funds for 
Afghanistan until there was progress towards a peaceful settle- 
ment. Mr. Sevan urged them to reconsider, because every day’s 
delay could imperil the health, safety and lives of Afghans. 

Peruvian to run Gulf reparations panel 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — A Peruvian diplomat, Carlos Alaza- 
mora, was named Monday as executive secretary of the. U.N. 
compensation commission set up to a dminis ter a Guff war 
reparations fund. Tbe fund, into which a proportion of Iran's 
fcture ofl revenues are to be paid, will receive claims from 
governments, companies and individuals for losses suffered as a 

^ «* '"V mvas ™ 1 °.f Kuwait. He commission’s principal 
organ is a Geneva-based governing councils with the same 
membership as the 15-nahon Security Council. Mr. Alzaiadra 65, 

1971 P 1fe eCOno J mic affairs between 1970 and 

IxZ 1- . * L later served asffis country’s representative to the U.N. 
office in Geneva, untfl 1975, followed by two terms as Peru’s U N. 

,n 1975 to 1979 and again frofeI985 

to 1989. He was most recently a consultant to the wnstarv. 
general of the U.N. Conference on Environment and Dc yefopiiicitt 
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llciiise reviews Saws I USAID grants Jordan 



AMMAN; (Petra} -**r The Lower 
House of Parliament meets here 
: today, to discuss 3 q&mbcr of 
jdeqacn!5 ..takea^by the House's 
: -Legal Cormnitiee. ' 

The decisions cover a namber 
of laws, including a law on pro- 
tecting the national economy, 
\jwd other jaws related. to the 
lifting oi martial . Law. 

, The session wfl! be attended by 
the prime - minister and Cabinet 
'tniimtm,- 

• Tbe^ Lower House’s Legal 
Commitee also convenes to eon- 
. ttmxe (Escossibs of the revised 
. state security court law for the 
year 1991 and the Higher Court 
of Justice's provisional law No. 11 
for the year 1989. 

. The Upper House met Tuesday 
and discussed a number of laws, 

. including the defence law for the 
year 1990 and a provisional law 
for the Central Bank of Jordan. 


Minister:Government keen 


The meeting was attended by 
the prime minister and Cabinet 
ministers. 

A lengthy debate took place 
about the defence law and the 
Legal Committee's decisions on a 
number of revised laws referred 
lo it. 

. . The House decided to refer the 
' defence law to the Higher Coun- 
cil for the Interpretation of the 

Constitution to discuss the legal- 
ity of Parliament's interference 
with the law. 

- The House also approved a 
provisional law amending the 
Central Bank of Jordan law after 
inserting an amendment to pa- 
ragraph C Of article 3. Under the 
new amendment, the CBJ ha* the 
right ro request any licensed bank 
not to publish its final yearly 
accounts and not to take any 
decision on distributing profits 
of shares before obtaining the 
approval of the CBJ. 


$27m worth of feed grain on restructuring economy 


Jordan, Iraq reach 
border issues agreement 


By Nidai M. Ibrahim 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — U.S. Ambassador 
Roger Harrison and Minister of 
Planning Ziad Fan 2 Tuesday 
signed an agreement that will 
provide Jordan with 241 .000 ton- 
nes of feed grain for poultry and 
livestock. 

The signing of the agreement 
was the culmination of a process 
that began in Washington, D.C., 
where the Jordanian ambassador 
to the U.S., Said Hammami, and 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
officials worked on the details of 
the grant. 

The first shipment of animal 
feed is expected to arrive in Jor- 
dan in September. 

The 241,000 tonnes of feed 
grain represents about 37per cent 
of Jordan's need for Iwl, said 
Jim Dempsey, acting director of 
the United States Agency for 
International Development 


(USAID). The U.S. estimates 
that Jordan needs about 650,000 
tonnes of feed grain per year, he 
said. 

“The feed grain (supply in Jor- 
dan) is not dangerously low now 
but there i* some shortage of feed 
grain because it's been dry in the 
northern regions (of the King- 
dom).’* Mr. Dempsey said. 

The 1991 grant, valued at $27 
million, is given for the third 
consecutive year by the U.S. The 
United States provided the King- 
dom with about 250, 0UU tonnes 
and 300,000 tonnes of feed grain 
in 1989 and 1990, respectively, 
Mr. Dempsey said. 

“We are certainly hopeful that 
next year this (programme) will 
be continued.” he said. 

The grant is given directly to 
the Jordanian government, Mr. 
Dempsey said. The feed grain is 
then sold to poultry and livestock 
fanners at below market prices, 
he said. Money from the sale is 
used in the budget for the follow- 


ing year. 

"We ask that they put (the 
money) in things that will help 
the nutrition of the poor,” Mr. 
•Dempsey said. 

In addition to Jordan, feed 
grain is also provided to Egypt, 
under the Section 416 Program- 
me of the U.S. Farm Bill. 

Mr. Dempsey said the prog- 
ramme represented the con- 
tinuing improvement of ties be- 
tween Jordan and the United 
States in the aftermath of the 
Gulf war. 

Washington, upset at what it 
viewed as Jordan's pro-Iraq 
stance during the crisis, baited 
S57 million worth of aid to the 
Kingdom. 

“The time has come that we 
have to look beyond the Gulf 
war," Mr. Dempsey said. 

As with all USAID program- 
mes, the $27 million grant was in 
response to a request for assist- 
ance by Jordan, Mr. Dempsey 
added. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and 
Iraq have reached agreement 
over border issues and crossings 
by nationals from either tide, and 
on matters related to. grazing of 
animals by local fanners. 

The agreement, which fol- 
lowed several days of talks be- 
tween the two sides through A! 
An bar Governor Jassem Moham- 
mad A1 Rakabi and the Governor 
of the Mafraq region, Mahmoud 
A! Sari, was in implementation of 
a protocol signed by the two 
countries in March 1984, accord- 
ing to the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra. 

Under the agreement, the two 
sides will take measures to orga- 
nise freedom of travel and deal 
with matters related to border 
issues between Iraq and Jordan. 

The common border witnessed 
a massive influx of Iraqis into 
Jordan. It began in May of this 
year when the Iraqi government 
allowed citizens to leave the 
country after a ban that lasted for 
10 years. 

The common border also wit- 
nessed an influx of foreign work- 


ers, mostly from Asia, who had 
fled Kuwait following the out- 
break of the Gulf crisis and dur- 
ing the war. 

Mr. Rakabi. had a meeting 
earlier with Interior Minister 
Jawdat Esboul and a series of 
meetings with Mr. Sari. 

According to informed sources 
here, the Iraqi government was 
planning to introduce new mea- 
sures to restrict the influx of Iraq 
travellers across the border. The 
sources said that the Iraqi deci- 
sion was conveyed to the Jorda- 
nian government by Mr. Rakabi 
who ended a few days visit to 
Jordan Monday and left for 
home. 

No precise figure is available 
on the number of Iraqis who 
travelled to Jordan since - mid- 
May. Independent sources put 
the figure of Iraqis still in Jordan 
at 50,000. 

Following his talks with Mr. 
Sari, Mr. Rakabi visited a cemet- 
ery in Mafraq, where martyrs of 
the Iraqi army are buried, and 
laid wreaths on the tombs. 


Tenders for steel foundry relaunched 


Workshop tackles bio-gas 
technologies, applications 


. AMMAN (Petra) -—. A : training 
workshop on bio-gas technologies 
will be held in Damasqg Satur- 
day. . 

..The rpoatb-Jong training 
course, organised by the Econo- 
mic and Social Commission of 
Western Asia (ESCWA) in coop- 
eration with the Syrian Ministry 
of Agriculture and Agricultural 
Reform, includes intensive lec- 
tures on bio-gas technologies and 
applications on the construction 
of bio-gas units. 

The workshop is being carried 
out as pan of programme aimed 
at developing new and renewable 
sources of energy in the Western 
Asia region. 

The programme will be carried 


out by ESCWA and other inter- 
national partners, inducting the 
United Nations Development 
Fund. 

ESCWA Executive Secretary 
Tayseer Abdul Jaber stressed the 
importance of this method in 
producing energy. 

He emphasised 1 that the ex- 
ploitation of bio-gas masses, 
through die use of bio-gas uni is, 
not only contributes to finding 
new sources of energy but also 
helps to minimse negative en- 
vironmental and health effects. 

Taking part in foe course are 
representatives from Jordan, Yc- 
tnan, the Sultanate of Oman, 
Egypt and Syria. 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A five-year-old 
proposal 10 set up a steel foundry 
near Irbid is expected to take off 
before the end of the year after 
financial problems and shifting 
realities of the Jordanian eco- 
nomy caused delays and a major 
scaling down of the venture. 

The Arab Engineering Indus- 
tries Company (AEIQ, owners 
of the project, has refloated ten- 
ders after having twice cancelled 
letters of intent given to Euro- 
pean contractors. This time the 
deadline for the submission of 
offers is October. 

According to Aii Obcidar, 
general manager of the AEIC, 
original plans drawn up in 1987 
called for an annual production 
capacity of 10,000 to 11,000 ton- 
nes of “wear and heat-resistant” 
steel castings and spare parts for 
cement plants, stone-crtuuci* 
and earth-moving equipment, for 
the first time in Jordan. 

After several stages of consid- 
eration, including government 
studies of underwriting loans for 
the project, the production 
capacity was scaled down to 8,000 
and the project was tendered. 
Subsequently a letter of intent 
was issued to a German com- 
pany, in early 1989. 

The dramatic decline in the 
value of the dinar forced the 
company to cancel the letter of 


intent and refloat tenders with a 
further reduction in output scope 
to 5.000 tonnes. A fresh letter of 
intent was issued 10 a British 
company, which was supposed to 
incorporate and tie up British 
government financing of 35 per 
cent of the project cost of £17.2 
million (JD 18.92 million). 

Mr. Obeidat said the British 
company could not tie up the 
British financing and a deadline 
set by the AEIC passed in March 
this year without conclusion, 
forcing the project owners to 
invite fresh bids but again after a 
further scaling down of the pro- 
duction capacity to 2,800 tonnes. 

“We have also invited financ- 
ing offers along with the bids to 
supply equipment Mr. Obeidat 
cold foe Jordan Times. “We are 
keeping all our options open,” 
including an already secured loan 
worth SI 1.6 million from the Isla- 
mic Development Bank, he said. 

“Our invitation (for bids) is 
open to all,” he said. “It is not 
limited to those who were pre- 
qualified earlier.” 

Reports have said that the Brit- 
ish Overseas Development 
Administration, which originally 
offered the 35 per cent financing, 
is still interested in the project. 

Present plans call for an initial 
production capacity of 2,800 ton- 
nes — with one production line as 
opposed to the three originally 


Suheimat back from Cairo 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jorda- 
nian delegation that look part in 
foe meeting of Arab ministers of 
communication, which concluded 
in Cairo Monday, returned to 
Amman late Tuesday. 

Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Transport and Com- 
munications Aii Suheimat, wbo 
led the Jordanian delegation, said 
in a statement on Jordan Televi- 
sion, shortly after arrival, that the 
meeting had approved the estab- 


lishment of an executive office for 
the ministers of communication's 
council. 

The meeting, he said, reviewed 
several topics of concern to the 
communications sector in the 
Arab Worid. 

Mr. Suheimat was accompa- 
nied by the director of the Post 
Office and Postal Savings Cor- 
poration and the director general 
of the Telecommunications Cor- 
poration. 


TT 



Yemeni delegation arrives 

IBRID (Petra) — Yarmouk University President Aii Ma hafa a 
Tuesday met with steadier delegation from Sanaa University in 
Yemen, and discussed with them relations between foe two 
muverutres. -Dr. Mahafza stressed foe importance of enhancing 
relati ons between the two universities, exchanging expertise and 
undertaking joint scientific research. Sanaa University President 
Abdullah Al Makaleh emphasised the importance of strengthen- 
ing bilateral relations. The meeting was attended by the Yarmouk 
University vice-presidents for administrative and academic affairs 
and foe cultural advfeor at the Yemeni Embassy in Amman. 

Symposium tackles export promotion 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A one-day symposium on promotion of 
exports to new markets will be held at the Amman Chamber of 
Industry Thursday. The course, organised by the chamber in 
cooperation with the World Bank, includes a lecture by a World 
Bank expert on strategies of export and a review of the 
experiences of some countries in the promotion of exports and 
tapping new markets. The symposium will be attended by a large 
number of people, repres e nting foe Jordanian industrial and 
economic sectors. 

Management courses to be held 

AMMAN (Petra) — Two courses in higher and middle manage- 
ment will be held at the Jordanian Exporters Society for directors 
of various institutions and establishments. An official source at 
the society said the higher management course would start on 
Aug. 17 and last for three days. The five-day middle management 
course will start Sept. 7. The source said participants in the two 
courses would ways to increase Jordanian exports and 

would get familiarised with new markets for Jordanian industrial 
products. 

PSF depositors increase over last year 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Postal Saving Fund (PSF) has attracted 
more than 267,000 depositors until the end of June 2991, 
compared to 260,000 depositors during last year, according to PSF 
Director General Abdullah Al Jari. He said that the fund was 
able to achieve an increase in its revenues over the last two years. 
Mr. Al Jazi add that the government had formed a committee to 
work out a plan for activating foe role of foe fund and enable it 
achieve its soda! and economic goals had and to promote 
awareness about savings. He added tljat the committee had made 
a number of recommendations to strengthen the fund's role, 
ioefading a recommendation to raise foe minimum amount 
necessity to open an account from 250 fils toons dinar, in view of 
the high, cost of opening accounts. 


Car licence cards to be replaced 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Licensing Department will issue new car 
books to ail cars operating in Jordan to replace foe current car 
license card. The new measure will take effect Thursday. The 
Licensing Department called on citizens wishing to register their 
new cars or 10 renew foe licences of their cars to bring in their 
passports, family registration books or identity cards. The 
purpose of producing such documents is to enable the department 
to enter al! necessary data on computer to avoid any problems 
resulting from resemblance of names. 

Centre issues statistics on workforce 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Researches, Studies and Information 
Centre at Amman Chamber of Industry has issued a statistical 
study on foe workforce in Jordan. The scurfy includes the most 
significant aspects of tbe workforce in the industrial sector, foe 
□umber of industrial establishments in Jordan and foe distribution 
of workers. The department has prepared another study on the 
consumption of water in factories as well as a statistical analysts of 
Jordanian exports during foe first quarter of this year. 

CDD to get equipment 

TAFTLEH (Petra) — Director General of the Civil Defence 
Department (CDD) Major General Afif Al Ghoi said Tuesday 
CDD had a plan for supplying tbe civil defence and emergency 
centres with needed equipment to protect citizen’s lives and 
property from accidents and natural disasters. Maj. Gen. Ghol. 
who toured Basira, Al Hasa and Tafileh areas in south Jordan 
Tuesday said the department would provide facilities for the 
Tafileh CSvil Defence Department before the end of the current 
year. He added that a building for foe Civil Defence Department 
in Wadi Musa would also be constructed. Maj. Gen. Ghol met 
with Tafileh Governor Khalid Al Bawaliz and discussed with him 
issues related to the development of foe civil defence work in the 
governoraie. 

Mobile exhibition to be held in Sweimeh 

NORTH SHUNEH (Petra) — A mobile exhibition of biology and 
science mil be held in Sweimeh village Wednesday. The 
exhibition, which is organised by the Haya Cultural Centre and 
foe Noor Al Hnssein Foundation, will be displaying educational 
items co agriculture, electricity, health, culture, environment and 
archaeology. 

Iraqi artists to display at Alia Art Gallery 

AMMAN (J.T.) — An exhibition of paintings and ceramics by 
Iraqi artists Ibrahim Rashid and Maha Abdul Karim will be 
inaugurated Thursday at Alia Art Gallery. The exhibition, to be 
opened by Youth Minister Saleh Irsfaeidat, will last until Aug. 8. 


envisaged — with scope for ex- 
pansion as and when warranted. 
The original tender documents 
were modified by foe local staff of 
foe AEIC, which will retain the 
supervisory and consultancy ser- 
vices of Britain's Foundry Man- 
agement and Design who pre- 
pared the first designs of the 
project. 

The AEIC has already pre- 
pared the premises and infras- 
tructure services for the foundry 
on a 120-dunum plot near Irbid at 
a cost of JD 700.000. 

According to Mr. Obeidat. the 
plant will employ between 250 
and 300 skilled and semi-skilled 
people. 

Mr. Obeidat did not give any 
dose estimate of foe cost of foe 
project. “It could be anywhere 
between S10 million and S25 mil- 
lion depending on the origin of 
foe equipment we opt for," he 
said. 

Tbe Arab Engineering Indus- 
tries Company is partly govern- 
ment owned; the Social Security 
Corporation bolds 25 per cent of 
foe shares of the public share- 
holding company while the Jor- 
dan Investment Corporation, 
another government agency, 
owns 15 per cent. 

Roads claim 
11 in a week 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Eleven 
citizens were killed and 169 
others were injured in 449 road 
accidents in Jordan between July 
20 and 27, according to a statistic- 
al bulletin issued Tuesday by foe 
Public Security Department 
(PSD). 

The number of deaths in- 
creased by eight over foe pre- 
vious week's statistics while the 
number of injured dropped by 29, 
the bulletin said. 

Amman had most accidents. 
Totalling 280, followed by Irbid 
with 55. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jorda- 
nian government is keen on im- 
plementing foe economic restruc- 
turing programme, that had been 
agreed on with the World Bank 
and foe International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), to help Iordan de- 
velop its industry, agriculture and 
increase its exports. Minister of 
Trade, Industry and Supply Aii 
Abul Ragheb said Tuesday, 

“Tbe government has already 
embarked on a number of mea- 
sures that would help it imple- 
ment the programme and the 
ministry of Trade. Industry and 
Supply has worked out a detailed 
plan to help foe World Bank and 
IMF teams carry out their mis- 
sions in the country," foe minis- 
ter said at a meeting with a 
visiting World Bank team. 

The ministry has worked out a 
programme by which the team 
members would visit the various 
production sites over foe coming 
two weeks and discuss with gov- 
ernment officials and business- 
men matters related to exports 
and industry, foe minister said. 

Mr. Abui Ragheb expressed 
foe Jordanian government’s wish 
to benefit from successful experi- 
ments carried out by other coun- 



AJi Abul Ragheb 

tries in implementing economic 
restructuring programmes and 
also from the team's ideas and 
views in this respect. 

In May of this year, an IMF 
team visired Jordan to pave the 
way for talks on foe implementa- 
tion of the programme in the 
wake of the Gulf crisis which had 
its adverse effects on the King- 
dom. 

Jordan has since stopped set- 
tling its debts to other countries 


and banks as Prime Minister Tab- 
er Masri has said in his statement 
to parliament. He said that the 
repayment of the country's debts 
was postponed until further 
noti<£. 

The IMF team met the gov- 
ernor of foe Central Bank of 
Jordan in May and discussed mat- 
ters related to the programme 
and debt servicing. It noted that 
they were satisfied with the coun- 
try’s economic performance 
under the circumstances. 

Jordan, which is indebted to 
foreign countries and banks by 
$8.2 billion, had reached agree- 
ments with the bank creditors, 
grouped in the London Club, on 
rescheduling terms of payment. It 
also reached agreement wirh the 
Paris Club, of government credi- 
tors. 

The World Bank team had 
arrived here last Sunday on a 
two-week visit to Jordan. 
According to the Jordan Ne'"‘ 
Agency. Petra, foe team me : 
bers will concentrate their 1 - 
on Jordan's exports develop- 
ment, the development of indus- 
try and investments, technical 
and financial assistance to the 
Kingdom from the World Ban! 
and related matters. 


Italian peace team seeks 
to ease Palestinians’ nliol 


By Xur Sati 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Trade unionist 
Luisa Morgamini. wbo is also a 
member of the Peace Association 
in Italy, arrived in Amman earlier 
this week with eight other mem- 
bers of the association. 

The group of women has for a 
long time committed itself to 
finding solutions ro the Middle 
East conflict, primarily to support 
Palestinian self-determination. 

“We get a lot of support for our 
cause back at home,” said Ms. 
Morgantini. 

Now the group has come into 
Jordan to seek means of com- 
munications with women of Jor- 
dan and Palestine. “We feel this 
can be a bridge to overcoming foe 
violence and oppression imposed 
by foe Israelis on foe Palesti- 
nians," she said. 

The group is particularly in- 
terested in women because, as 
Ms. Morgantini pointed out, his- 
torically, women have been ex- 
cluded from wars and are more 
interested in foe daily life. “We 
are more sensitive towards the 
uselessness (in human terms) of 
war." She continued: “We find 
among women foe possibility of 
communication.” 

The Italian guests which are 
staying in Amman for two weeks, 
will visit refugee camps to talk 
about the situation and help peo- 
ple there launch development 
schemes ‘‘because economic in- 
dependence is important for the 
emancipation of women from 
oppression,” Ms. Morgantini 
said. Meanwhile, a similar group 


of 20 women headed for the West 
Bank. 

The group's next plans are to 
go to Iraq and then Algeria to try 
to build and expand their mis- 
sion . 

Ms. Morgamini ‘s involvement 
in foe peace association began in 
foe horrific camp wars of Burj Al 
Barajneh in 1985. “We were a 
small group of women who said 
enough is enough. We felt it was 
time to do something.” she said. 

The women come from diffe- 
rent walks of life but had one 
common interest: “To be able to 
overcome the necessity of vio- 
lence, we have to have human 
rights,” Ms. Morgantini said. 

In 19S8 in Jerusalem Ms. Mor- 
gantini organised 68 women to 
demonstrate in solidarity with the 
Women in Black group. The 
Women in Black includes about 
seven different women's groups. 
All believe in one common goal:. 
They are all against the.occupa-. 
tion, they believe in direct peace 
negotiations with foe PLO and in 
a two-state solution. Every Fri- 
day, Palestinian, international 
and Israeli women silently de- 
monstrate against the occupation. 
This is done in over 25 areas 
throughout Israel. 

In 1989, foe peace association 
organised a demonstration in 
Jerusalem in which 1,300 Euro- 
peans. including 930 Italians, 
formed a human chain. “We 
made a big impact at the time 
because we were so many Euro- 
peans.” according to Ms. Mor- 
gantini. “I know that it is difficult 
'to change the policies of our 
governments or any govern- 


ment,” she continued, “but l 
think as people, we need to have 
hope. I think we can find a way to 
communicate between us and the 
government and I think we can 
change something if we arc 
together, raising our voices.” 

She added: “Maybe we do not 
have foe force, but I think we 
have to react. We should react. If 
you look at history, people have 
changed things.” 

When the Gulf war erupted, 
the peace association demons- 
trated relentlessly, according to 
Ms. Morgantini. “During this war 
we felt very bad." she said. “It 
was not like any other war. It was 
not about supporting the struggle 
for liberation. I was appalled to 
see that so many people were 
fascinated by this brilliant opera- 
tion of computer work. It was all 
unreal.” 

As a result of Italy's participa- 
tion in the war. the group stub- 
' bomly dressed in black and 
silently demonstrated outside the 
Italian parliament. "This is when 
we thought to develop our rela- 
tionship with foe Arab World," 
Ms. Morgantini told foe Jordan 
Times. 

The group plans to visit other 
Arab countries, such as Tunis and 
Egypt. Although the two cultures 
■differ, the women feel that there 
is a common ground between 
them. 

After foe trip around foe re- 
gion, the association intends to 
write articles and make inter- 
views in the hope that through 
communications foe two ends of 
the road will merge. 


Settler stabbed in Hebron I PLO works on consensus 


(Centinoed from page 1) 

Israel Radio speculated the sol- 
diers might have been working 
for a Tel Aviv debt collector. The 
army confirmed that several sol- 
diers were arrested but refused to 
give details. 

In the Sheikh Rad wan neigh- 
bourhood of Gaza City, troops 
shot and wounded a nine-year- 
old Palestinian boy during 
clashes, Palestinian sources said. 
A curfew was imposed on the 
neighbourhood, they said. 

In Qalandia refugee camp near 
Ramallah in the West Bank, 
troops shot and wounded Palesti- 
nian who they said attacked them 
with an axe, foe radio said. 

The body of a Palestinian sus- 
pected of informing was found 
stabbed to death Tuesday in the 
Gaza Strip. 

The body of Ahmad Abu 
Hayia, 42, was found in an 
orange grove near his village of 
Beni Suheila, the army and Arab 
reports said. 

Abu Hayia disappeared three 
days agp when masked activists 
kidnapped him on suspicion of 
collaborating with the Israelis. 
Arab reports said. 

Islamic fundamentalists in the 
Gaza Strip said they did not 
intend to kill a Palestinian they 
clubbed to death for selling 
Israeli water melons. 

The Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment (HAMAS), in an statement 
obtained by Reuters Tuesday, 
said foe beating was supposed to 
serve as a warning to Jafar Jafar, 
who died of his injuries two 
weeks ago. 

“We warned him (not to sell 
foe fruit) many times and be 
ignored oar warnings and we had 
to stop him. That’s why one of 
our groups went to his home just 
to deter him, not to kill him,” the 
Hamas leaflet said. 


“But foe will of God made him 
die the next day... he was killed 
by mistake.” 

The two groups leading foe 
uprising — Hamas and foe Uni- 
fied National Leadership — have 
neveT previously admitted mak- 
ing a mistake. 

A Hamas strike force abducted 
Jafar. 32, from his house in Gaza 
City July 13. He died foe next day 
in hospital. 

The killing outraged Jafar’s 
friends and family, residents said. 
They were seen chasing Hamas 
activists out of their neighbour- 
hood shortly after the attack. 

The family then released a 
statement circulated in local mos- 
ques which asked Hamas to jus- 
tify the lolling and take responsi- 
bility. 

Israel said Tuesday allegations 
by Amnesty International that ir 
tortured and mistreated Palesti- 
nian prisoners were fabricated 
and witnesses had lied for person- 
al or political motives. 

The human rights group said in 
a report released on Tuesday 
prison inmates were regularly 
hooded with diny sacks and dep- 
rived of food or sleep, usually by 
being shackled in painful posi- 
tions while held in solitary con- 
finement. 

“In its allegations of torture. 
Amnesty International disregards 
foe reality that individuals, tried 
or convicted, often have both per- 
sonal and political motives 'for 
exaggerating or fabricating tales 
to justify their own actions or 
embarrass the government," foe 
Israeli justice ministry said in a 
statement. 

Amnesty's 30-page report, 
which took several years to pre- 
pare, said prisoners were fre- 
quently beaten all over their 
bodies, including on their genit- 
als. 


(Continued from page 1) 

“It will show if the new world 
order means imposing interna- 
tional legitimacy or imposing a 
selective legitimacy," he said. 

The PLO has sent a letter to 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev outlining foe PLO posi- 
tion on foe proposed talks. 

Mr. Milhem would nor reveal 
foe contents of foe letter, but he 
said that the PLO had in principle 
agreed to a joint Jordanian- 
Palesrinian delegation at foe 
proposed talks, but it expected a 
formal invitation. 

“Everyone under foe face of 
the sun has received an invitation 
to these proposed talks except the 
Palestinians. That is rather cu- 
rious," Mr. Milhem told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

The main points on which 
Palestinian hesitation about foe 
.talks hinge, according to Mr. 
Milhelm are: 

— The Palestinians have yet to be 
invited: 

— The intransigence on the part 
of Israel on the issue of Jeru- 
salem; 

— The insistence of the Israelis 
that Arabs from East Jerusalem 
may not participate in the talks as 
part of a Palestinian delegation; 

— The absolute rejection on foe 
part of Israel of the PLO as a 
negotiating partner; and 

— ■ The rejection of the Israelis of 
the principle of land for peace. 

“If no one plans to change 
Israel’s mind on any of these 
issues," Mr. Mr. Milhem said, 
“then the Israelis will continue to 
entrench their presence on the 
occupied territories and a real 
and lasting peace will be more 
light years away than it has ever 
been.” 

Mr. Milhem said the PLO was 
awaiting an invitation to foe 
peace talks. “For the Palestinians 


there is no peace until they are 
invited to participate. Not to in- 
vite us woujd mean that foe con- 
cerned parties do not want peace 
with us,” Mr. Milhem said. 
Agencies add: PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat has apparently re- 
jected an appeal by Saudi Ara- 
bia’s King Fahd to compromise 
on Palestinian representation in 
the proposed peace talks, Palesti- 
nian officials said Tuesday. 

Mr. Arafat was said to have 
“spoken with contempt" about 
foe King’s appeal, contained in a 
letter which hinted at a Saudi 
desire to improve relations with 
foe PLO soured during the Golf 
crisis. 

The officials said the letter was 
the first from King Fahd to foe 
PLO leader in several months. 
The king has axed financial sup- 
port to the organisation. 

“King Fahd told Abu Arar.ir 
(Mr. Arafat) that you have io 
accept that Palestinians be in- 
cluded in a sub-listed delegation 
(with Jordan) as tbe only way to 
get the peace process going.” an 
official from the PFLP said. 

He said Mr. Arafat revealed 
details of the message during a 
meeting in Tunis on July 15 of foe 
PLO’s Executive Committee. 

Asked about Mr. Arafat's re- 
sponse, tbe PFLP official, who 
declined to be named said: “He 
spoke about Fahd’s message with 
contempt. He said this is what 
we now get from the Arab 
brothers.’” 

Another official from the 
DFLP said the letter was part of 
w ! lat „^ e ca ^ e ^ the “carrot and 
stick ’ approach to persuade the 
PLO to soften its stance on the 
talks. 

“The Saudis are indirectly tell- 
ing Arafat that if you agree, we 
will open a dialogue and perhaps 
resume financial support," the 
DFLP official said. 
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Pride in the wings 


IN HIS letter of appointment to Prime Minister Taber 
Masri, His Majesty King Hussein, (be Supreme 
Commander of the Armed Forces, said he had given 
orders to “reorganise the Armed Forces emp has i s i n g 
q uali ty and balance rather than quantity to make them 
more professional and capable.” Knowing the Jorda- 
nian military and their love and loyalty to their 
supreme commander, the King’s orders wBS have been 
translated and put into effect already. The question 
that raises itself, however, is whether the same process 
be applied to oar dvfl service and servants. Could or 
would anyone issue orders that the civil service be 
“reor ganis ed em phasising quality — rather than 
quantity to make it more professional and capable?” 

In his policy statement to the Lower House of 
Parliament, Mr. Masri said: “The government real- 
ises that public administration requires constant im- 
provement and modernisation” but that the govern- 
ment faces difficulties in any attempts to streamline the 
public sector. Ministers have been talking about 
constraints of “tradition,” “tribalism,” “employ- 
ment” and “regulations” as factors that limit any 
attempt to reform the bureaucracy of government. 
This is nonsense. If we are determined to pursue true 
democracy and true economic and political reforms 
then we have to start at our central “nervous” system: 
Public administration. This country, like any country 
in the world, will never function as it should, let alone 
attain ambitions goals, unless the executive branch of 
government is made dynamic rather than sluggish, 
skill ed rather than incompetent and efficient rather 
than wasteful. We agree that this cannot be made by 
decrees, but rather by serious work sifting through the 
mountains of rules and regulations that limit the 
sector’s proper functioning and stifle efficient manag e, 
meat and production. It also requires boldness and 
s tatesmanshi p when addressing personnel, especially 
department heads who more often than not won then- 
jobs as a result of their tribal and economic affiliations 
rather than because of their competence and manage- 
ment skills. 

Many department heads, it is well known, only fill 
their positions for prestige and not as the case should 
be out of eagerness to offer their services to society. 
Many of these departments stagnate and wither under 
those director-generals and chiefs. Without befittimg 
whatever feats this government might manage to 
achieve, civil service should be its major challenge. If it 
succeeds in reforming public administration, Mr. 
Masri and his colleagues would leave their imprint on 
Jordan for generations to come. If this could be done, 
it alone is capable of providing the sense of pride and 
achievement that every member of the Cabinet should 
aspire to. If the idea, on tbe other hand, is to play it 
safe... well, it will be Jordan and tbe Jordanians who 
wiD continue to pay the price. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE continued economic embargo on Iraq coupled with tbe 
silence on the part of the Arab regimes are two crimes requiring 
condemnation because they are directed against the lives of 18 
million people, said A1 Ra'i Arabic daily Tuesday. The paper said 
as much as it is a crime perpetrated and implemented by die U-S. 
alliance against the Iraqis as much as it is a crime by those Arabs 
aligning themselves behind the U.S. and the Arab League which 
has pot yet done anything to end the injustice. History will not 
forgive foe U.S, Britain and France for their atrocities against 
humanity nor will history forget the Arab regimes which are 
helping foe aggressors and those with hands stained with Mood, 
said foe paper. This continued embargo on Iraq is a crime 
unprecedented in history and one that gives clear indication to the 
countries of the Third World that the Western alliance is bent on 
punishing any of them any time with the same degree of atrocity. 
This insistence on foe part of the Western alliance to pursue foe 
acts of crimes against foe Iraqi people, can only manif est the 
depth of foe hatred and the malice they harbour against the Arab 
and Islamic countries, the paper added. It is indeed surprising to 
hear the Western countries speaking about human rights and 
justice at a time when it is showing its total hostility towards other 
nations now exposed to starvation, diseases and extermination, 
foe paper said. 


All American wishes and Washington's drive to secure a 
favourable reply from foe Israeli government before foe U.S.- 
Soviet summit, have gone in vain, said Al Dustoor. The summit is 
now under way in Moscow without the Israeli reply to Washing- 
ton’s peace bid and without any sign that foe Israeli government 
has softened its stand, foe paper noted. Israel's failure to send a 
reply in time shows that it is stiff determined to escape any 
pressure that might be imposed by foe U.S.-Soviet summit and a 
desire not to commit the Jewish state to any pledge or promise to 
take part in a peace conference or offer concessions to the Arabs, 
foe paper said. We believe that the U.S.-Soviet summit ought to 
find some sort of reply to such intransigent stand and embark on a 
meaningful steps leading to the peace conference and a subse- 
quent settlement of foe Arab- Israeli conflict, said the paper. If foe 
Soviets and the Americans are really oriented to settle this 
regional problem and establish peace and security in foe region, 
they should not lose this opportunity, foe paper added. It said that 
the Arabs do not expea miracles to come out of this summit, but 
at least some kind of firm action that would open the door for 
peace. 


Economic Forum 


By Dr. Abdaila Mafia 


Economic policies between tactics and strategy 


IT is my impression that the Jordanian economy is transiting 
into a new era replete with promising prospects. The economic 
policy should also undergo a parallel transition if a better 
economic future for the country is to be forged. In terms of good 
faith, there is every reason to believe that the economic team in 
the new government will make every possible effort to devise 
policies capable of effecting the necessary transition. But judging 
by what I have heard and read so far. there is also every reason to 
suspect that this effort might fail. That is because we do not seem 
to command adequate courage to disengage ourselves from past 
tracks and abandon deep-rooted economic policy norms based on 
the domination of the public sector and civil servants, at least not 
as quickly as is warranted by the tempo of events and drcomstances. 
But it is also fair to wait for some time before making a final 
verdict. This is not, however, a source of pessimism. I certainly 
believe that the Jordanian economy is resilient enough as to make 
a headway during the next few years irrespective of the nature of 
the contribution of the economic policy. Putting it differently, foe 
Jordanian economy will fare in a satisfactory way during the next 
few years; if the economic policy does not hamper its movement, 
it will fare even better. 


Economic historians' will find that the performance of the 
Jordanian economy in the second half of the 20th century was a 


function of external factors and developments. Development 
planning which Jordan adopted since the early sixties and which 
was supposed to encompass our “distinct” economic policies was 
so much indicative in nature and ineffective in results to foe extent 
that it crumbled foe minute those external factors shifted into a 
direction not favourable to ns. 

Thus, and despite appearances, our economic policy has never 
had an identity of its own. When we tried in 1988 to have one, our 
economic polity managers did that in the wrongest way conceiv- 
able, so that the results were shockingly catastrophic. That was of 
course the sad story of currency devaluation and the unpre- 
cedented, very aggressive, taxing policy which has been set loose 
with the adoption of the Provisional Income Tax Law No 40, 1989 
adopted since November 1989 and is puzzlingly still effective 
despite being rejecting by both houses of parliament. 

Economic policies are built around strategies. Present examples 
from the Middle East area include Turkey whose economic 
strategy seems to emphasise light industrialisation and light 
industry exports. Tunisia’s strategy tends to encourage all sorts of 
exports and to provide very generous incentives for that. The 
characteristic feature of Lebanon's strategy is free market 
economy that borders on laissez faire. Syria has practically had a 
strategy of self-sufficiency. What is ours? 

Official announcements suggest that the government has in 


j -a desiens to combat shigg ish economic 

^>wth? ifrfiationf poverty and unemployment^ 


^TteerveR will wait to know such designs and. judge tireir 
particability with great anticipation. 

Last Sunday, daily newspapers reported an ‘'ambitions national 
schmne”for solving unemployment, which would-be antxnniced ; 
ZSSL —Lnted soon According to the scheme, the government ; 

hmifoSs or thousands, of very small projects 
outside 6 Amman, particularly in rural and desert areas and pa» 
them to unemployed graduates of urn versifies, conegeframl . 
secondary schools. If it works, such a scheme wmild he a 
breakthrough. The very dangerous aspect of .Its tha 
HtaSlm the implicit assumption that the Jordanum toreaurja- 
CT isqualified enough to set up the envisaged project, irthat^ 
assumption tamed oat to be onfbunded, the scheme w.U he more 
of a day dream. — 

However, the message to be read here is that such solutions to 

unemployment, for example, belong to tactics which raijnot.. 
provide the fabric of economic policies. The nght rtnuegjc 
approach in this particular case is to have schemes to make rural 
and desert areas a pleasant place to five in. Small projects wfois £ 
case will spring up in hundreds and even thousands foer^. That ; 
makes economic policy. , 


Winners and losers in wake of Gulf crisis 


By John Fullerton 

Reuter 


CAIRO — Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait a year ago Friday, and the 
Gulf war that followed, over- 
turned the Middle East balance 
of power more dramatically than 
any event since Israel's victory in 
the war of 1967. 

Iraq and most of its sympathis- 
ers ended the year on the tide- 
lines, financially crippled and 
militarily impotent. 

The regional powers which 
fought against it emerged safer, 
stronger, internationally re- 
spected and in some cases richer. 

Only where the Gulf crisis 
tangled with the Arab- Israeli con- 
flict, in foe case of Israel, Jordan 
and the Palestinians, is it too 
early to say who were the winners 
and who the losers. 

The biggest loser must be Iraq 
itself, which one year ago had the 
wealth, military might ‘and di- 
plomatic prestige to intimidate its 
Arab neighbours, seduce Egypt 
into a regional alliance and pose 
as the Arab champion against 
Israel. 

Baghdad now stands virtually 
alone, prey to U.N. inspectors 
and foreign powers intent on dis-, 
mantling its arsenal, protecting its 
minorities and supervising its eco- 
nomy through sanctions and com- 
pensation funds. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak who sent 35,000 troops 
to fight Iraq in Kuwait, has 
emerged stronger internationally, 
more popular at home and, most 
important of all, free of most of 
foe massive debt that had crip- 
pled attempts to stimulate 
Egypt's economy. 

As Washington’s best friend in 
the Arab World, Mr. Mubarak 
was quid: to nudge Arabs into 
supporting the U.S. -led coalition 
that forced Iraq’s occupation 
troops from the emirate in 
February. 

Syrian leader Hafez Al Assad, 
long regarded in the West as a 
radical outsider, was also prompt 
in joining tbe alliance against his 
main Arab rival. 

By sending troops to join the 
U.S.-led forces, Mr. Assad not 



only helped shatter the military 
might of a country niled by a rival 
wing of the Baath Party, but also 
consolidated his hold on Lebanon 
and won the respect of Western 
leaders. 

During the crisis, U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush met Mr. Assad 
in Geneva — the first meeting* 
between U.S. and Syrian heads of 
state for more than a decade. 

Building on bis new role of 
Middle East power broker, Mr. 
Assad last week gave his blessing 
to U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker’s proposals for bridging 
the Arab-Israeli divide. 

Saudi Arabia, the world's 
largest oil exporter, has emerged 
from the crisis with a greater 


sense of security. 

Tbe speed and size of the allies’ 
military buildup did much to reas- 
sure the ruling family, while 
Riyadh apparently feels that the 
domestic ripples caused by the 
presence of so many Western 
troops on its soil can be contained 
in the short term. 

The winners are by no means 
confined to the Arab World. 

Turkey provided allied aircraft 
with bases, cat Iraqi oil export 
pipelines and later gave foe allies 
the logistic support to create a 
Kurdish “safe haven” in northern 
Iraq. 

In July, Mr. Bush became tbe 
first U.S. president to visit Tur- 
key since Eisenhower in 1959 and 


he promised his hosts a new era in 
strategic cooperation. 

Mr. Bush also endorsed Presi- 
dent Turgut Oral's proposal for 
talks between Turkey, Greece 
and Turkish and Greek-Cypriot 
leaders to solve the 17-year-old 
dispute over divided Cyprus. 

As for Iran, its careful neutral- 
ity allowed it to keep its revolu- 
tionary credentials while renewing 
ties with Europe and seeking 
contacts with the very Gulf Arab 
states that had backed Iraq in foe 
1980-88 Iran-lraq war. 

Tehran also profited by wind- 
oil revenues, from higher 
prices daring tbe crisis, 
enabled it to start im- 
plementing long-awaited econo- 


mic reforms at home. 

Among the losers are the states 
which opposed the military cam- 
paign to drive Iraqi forces out of 
Kuwait, some in the mistaken 
belief that the United States 
would not dare attack or, if it did, 
foe war would drag on for years. 


Yemen’s 'pro-Iraqi sympathies 
led to an exodus of up to a million 
Yemeni workers from Arab 
states, mainly Saudi Arabia. 


Sudan's pro-Iraqi stad ias 
driven away dcmm stafe^'leay^ 
its increasingly : -fandaoi^ntalist 
military junta badly isolated hi its 
battle with famine and civil war. 

But where the Gulf arsis; cut 
across the Palestinian 1 prob&a/ 
the post-GuIf war worid has.npt 
yet taken shape. --■/ .... 

In response : to yddespread : 
Arab accusations _ap- " 

plying double standards. a Ae 
Middle East, the United States is, 
pressing for a Middle EasTpeioe 
conference where Isr^^oniM' 
come under press tne^wi&draw 
from Arab temtwjf^-^f-:^-.':^ 

Israel, which shre^y /stayed 
out of the Gulf war despite a 1 ' 
barrage of Scud 'miss3e$ - -Jdbtes ' 
like a winner if only- because the '■ 
Arabs have offered direct tafia : 
for the first time since tfeJisH^i^ 
state came into being in 194&/ 

But it also looks potent^/ 
isolated, even from foe.United- 
States, if it torosdown/U:S/ 
proposals on the peace' coher- 
ence and presses aheadwitir JeW- 
ish settlements in theoccupiSd/ 
West Bank and Gaza Strip// 

Opponents of the occupation -/ 
argue that tong-range -infeSta./ 
such as Iraqi Saids underiiim/ 
the excuse that Israel riee&S^x 
territories to give it 
depth in case of attack 

The Palestinians and the Pal«r ■ • 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO), which seemed toiStafxfc 
tide by tide with Iraq, already 
count themselves among big- 
gest losers from the crisis; /. 

PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
lost millions of dollars is annual' 
income from Gulf Arab states/ 
his international prestige is at 
rock-bottom and he Is hi danger ■ 
of being ignored in negotiations, 
on the future of the West iBank 
and Gaza Strip. ' ‘ r. 




fall 


crude 

which 


Unemployment has doubled to 
30 per cent, inflation is estimated 
to have has soared to an annual 
rate of at least 45 per cent, and 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
says the crisis cost foe impover- 
ished country about S3 billion. 


Jordan, which lost financial!/; 
from U.N. sanctions against Iraq, ; 
its major trading partner, has j 
managed to rehabilitate -itself . 
politically. U.S. and other West- 
ern politicians are already besting' ' 
a path to Amman to consult Hts ; 
Majesty King Hussein on the. - 
Middle East peace- process. • 


European Community: Everybody wants to join 


By Sally Jacobsen 

The Associated Press 


bourg, Portugal and Spain. 

In principle, “we have to be 


BRUSSELS, Belgium — The 
European Community has be- 
come the most sought-after mem- 
bership on the continent and, like 
any exclusive club, is in no hurry 
to accommodate tbe imploring 
throng. 

A stack of applications awaits 
foe attention of foe wealthy trad- 
ing bloc’s dozen current mem- 
bers. It probably will continue 
waiting until at least 1993, after 
tbe EC has completed its unity 
plan. 

“We have to protea ourselves 
against foe danger of dilation,” 
said Mark Eyskens, the Belgian 
foreign minster. “We ... first have 
to structure our political union' 
before opening the doors,” 

Negotiations are to be finished 
fob year on a new constitution 
merging foreign, economic and 
monetary policies into a loose 
federation. 

“It is already rather difficult to 
bring about a dear-cut suprana- 
tional structure with 12,” said 
Frans Andriessen, an EC vice 
president. “There's no reason to 
believe it would be easier to do 
that with 18.” 

StiU, officials interviewed say 
the community wiQ expand in 
tbe next decade or so, growing to 
18 members or more by adding 
nations in Scandinavia and East- 
ern Europe. Current members 
are Belgium, Britain. Denmark, 
France, Germany, Greece, Hol- 
land, Ireland; Italy, Luxem- 


ready to accept all tbe European 
states,” said Italy's foreign minis- 
ter, Gianni de Michelis. 

By his timetable, three or four 
West European countries are 
likely to join by mid-decade, with 
several in Eastern Europe signing 
up by 2000. 

So far, Austria, Cyprus, Malta, 
Sweden and Turkey have ap- 
plied. Czechoslovakia, Finland, 
Hungary, Norway and Poland 
could do so by the end of next 
year, officials predicted, and 
others might include Switzerland. 
Iceland and Bulgaria. 

The variety of applicants, from 
poor Turkey to wealthy. Austria 
and Sweden, poses problems for 
foe community. 

“It will be very difficult to say 
‘yes’ to Austria and ‘no’ to Tur- 
key and explain why certain 
countries can enter and others 
cannot,” an EC official said, on 
condition of anonymity. 

Turkey and the new democra- 
cies of Eastern Europe are eager 
to tap the tidies of their western 
neighbours, but are so economi- 
cally backward that early mem- 
bership would be a drain on 
community resources. 

Austria and Sweden would be 
attractive members economically, 
but their neutrality on security 
issues could blunt the commun- 
ity's pursuit of a common policy 
in foreign affairs, and possibly 
defence. 

“Neutrality poses a problem ... 


unless one gives up the idea of the 
community one day having a 
common defence policy,” Jac- 
ques Defers, president of foe 
community's executive body, told 
reporters recently. “I am not 
giving that up.” 

Ireland now is the only neutral 
member. All foe others belong to 
foe North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nisation. 

Some analysts say the end of 
foe cold war changed the mean- 
ing of neutrality. 

“To be neutral meant some- 
thing when you were between 
two alliances,” said Dominique 
Moisi, deputy director of foe 
French Institute of International 
Relations. “Now that one 
alliance has collapsed what does 
it mean ?” 

Turkey, a populous Islamic 
country at foe southeastern edge 
of Europe, could present the 
most vexing problem. 

It applied for membership in 
1987. Two years later, the com- 
munity said it would not accept 
new members before 1993, then 
went on to complain about Tur- 
key’s economic and human rights 
problems. 

Greece objects to mem- 
bership for its neighbour because 
of the presence of Turkish troops 
on Cyprus, which foe Turks in- 
vaded in 1974. The enmity has 
blocked the release of nearly $700 
million in EC aid to Turkey. 

Many in the EC fear admitting 
Turkey would set off a mass 
migration of unemployed work- 


ers to tbe wealthier countries' and 
require an enormous amount of 
aid to build its economy. Some 
argue that Turkey, more in Asia 
than in Europe, is too different in 
culture and religion. 

“They don’t want Turkey to 
become a member (for) a lot of 
reasons,” Mr. Moisi said, but 
“they don’t want to offend Tur- 
key either." 

Nihat Akyol, deputy Turkish 
delegate to tbe EC, said: “The 
community cannot politically say 
no. ... Turkey is a European 
country. The criteria set up are 
filled by Turkey." 

Mr. De Michelis of Italy be- 
lieves Turkey should be let in, 
although not in this decade. 

“We have to demonstrate to 
the Islamic and Arab World that 
we are not creating inaccessible 
borders,” he said. “Turkey is foe 
best way for demonstrating it.” 

The community is trying to 
draw some nations closer without 
giving them full membership. 

Austria, Sweden, Norway, Fin- 
land, Switzerland, Iceland and 
Liechtenstein are completing an 
accord to join the community's 
single market when it opens in 
late 1992. 


establish a political dialogue. 

Mr. Andriessen, the EC vice 
president, proposes affiliate sta- 


tus that would open more .com- •' 
munity activities to outsiders, still \ 
without full membership. . . . . 


Tbe European Community in- 
tends to dismantle trade barriers 
by that date and create foe world’s 
largest market, with 372 million 
consumers. 

Czechoslovakia, Poland and 
Hungary are negotiating associa- 
tion agreements that would give 
them trading advantages and,. 
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s new Middle East mission 
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Soviet Foreign Minister Alcx> 

^w Bessmanhytt said Mon- 
day “the time it right' 1 for Mos- 
cow and The United States to 
sponsor a peace conference. ’ 

■ Trying Tuesday toemice Israel 
to say yes r -he again dangled the 
prospect of renewing Soviet rela- 
tions that u-ere broken by Mos- 
cow m 1967. 

“It mky be' very dose," Mr. 
Bessmertnykh said (see page 2). 

He tied the pare of upgrading 
the existing, semi- formal ties, to 
the opening of peace talks. 

. A senior offirial- aboard the 
plane that brought Mr. Baker to 
Moscow from Mongolia told re- 
porters Monday; “This is a good 
example of an area in which our 
relationship with the Soviet Un- 
ion has gone front confrontation 
first,, to' cooperation, and now to 
partnership.'' 

The official, who spoke on 
condition be not be identified, 
said the Soviets "have been very 
helpful." 

Palestinians' in the 1 occupied 
territories doubted that peace 
talks would get off the gournti If 
Israel refused to accept the PLO 
and an Arab Jerusalem delegate. 
They also suspected the talks, if 


they did sun, would not solve 

their problems. 

.. “Israel has been blocking the 
peace process by introducing new 
conditions one after another,** 
. said Saeb .Erekat, a political sci- 
ence professor at AlNajah Uni- 
versity in. the West . Bank city of 
.Nablus.. 

Mr. Erekat, also accused the 
Israeli government of spoiling the 
peace ctxinate by continuing to 
demolish homes of Palestinians 
suspected of resistance activities 
white increasing the Jewish pre- 
sence in the occupied territories. 

“There is no way that we can 
imagine the peace process going 
at the same time that Israeli 
bulldozers are demolishing our 
homes, and the Israeli govern- 
ment is sail! building more settle- 
ments." Mr. Erekat said. 

Radwan Abu Ayyash, a jour- 
nalist, said the PLO already had 
compromised by not insisting its 
leaders such as Yasser Arafat sit 
in on a peace conference. 

- "The flexibility shown by the 
PLO is a proof that the Palesti- 
nians are willing to see peace 
prevail,'* he said. 

But he added that Palestinians 
feared that Americans would go 
along with Israeli demands on 
conference delegates and ignore 
the Palestinians' dream of having 
their own state. 

"We are concerned about the 
kind of participation in a peae 
conference and if such a confer- 
ence might achieve something 
concrete/' Mr. Aba Ayyash said. 

in the streets of the occupied 
territories, where most people 


Moscow gets an economic prize 


{Continued from page 1} 
the institute. 

'This dispute could hamper 
your integration into the world 
economy, and . we want to do 
whatever we can to help both of 
yon lo resolve it,” Mr. Bush said. 

The summit provided the set- 
ting ior hte signing of a landmark 
arms accord and a series of eco- 
nomic agreements. One of them 
pledged U.S. assistance to im- 
prove food . disoibutipn, trans- 
portation, oil exploration, con- 
version - of military plants and 
economic education. The .White 
House said Mr. Bush would ask 
Congress for up to $20 million for 
tire progr amm e. - - 

The two leaders Wednesday 
will sign the Strategic Aims Re- 
duction Treaty, tfaehcst accord of 
the nuclear age toactually reduce 
nuclear arsenals. With tensions 
disappearing, Mr. Bush said 
“there won't be any~ bold/ new • 
(arms)proposalonthepartofifae 
United States/* 

Instead. “President .Gorbachev 
and I hope to build upon this 
begjruawg.to forge a U.S.-Soviet 
agenda built not upon military 
confrontation but upon economic 
and security cooperation," Mr. 
Bush saHL .. ., . 

In a diplomatically sensitive 
effort to promote ties with demo- 
cratic reformers, Mr. Bush will 
meet Wednesday with. members 
of the fledgling anti -Com mun ist 
opposition, including- Eduard 
Shevardnadze, the former foreign 
minister who -resigned while 
warning of a Kremlin dicta- 
torship. 

On Thursday, Mr. Bush will 
travel to Kiev and address leaders 
of the Ukraine. The visit presents 
Mr. Bush with the challenge of 
saluting the importance of the 
republics while, at the same time, 
underscoring support for Mr. 
Gorbachev. 

Following is a look at agree- 


ments signed Tuesday as pan of 
summit. 

Aviation security: Accord sets 
forth procedures to be followed 
in the event of an rirline hijack- 
ing or sabotage in the territory of 
either country, including com- 
munications and assistance in cri- 
minal proceedings. 

Disaster assistance: The accord 
will set up a system for * 'timely 
and direct exchange" of informa- 
tion. requests for assistance and 
joint responses in the event of 
natural or man-made disasters. 

Medical suppties: The agreement 
formalises a programme he begun 
earlier by Mr_ Bush to provide to 
the Soviet Union medical pro- 
ducts that are in short supply. 
Administred through the private 
organisation Project Hope, it has 
already provided $S million in 
supplies to the Baltics, the 
Ukraine, Kazakhstan and Uzbe- 
kistan, as well as a burn treat- 
ment centre and AIDS clinic in 
Moscow. 

Housing construction and finance: 
The programme, to be im- 


plemented through the Depart- 
ment of Housing and Urban De- 
velopment, will focus on: 

— Converting government- 
owned housing to non- 
government ownership; 

— Expanding housing supply 
and home-ownership opportuni- 
ties; 

— Encouraging construction 
by setting up and managing non- 
government housing finance in- 
stitutions; 

— Developing policies, includ- 
ing free-enterprise zones, to en- 
courage construction and rehabi- 
litation; 

— Developing a private sector 
construction industry that sup- 
port private initiative. 

Technical economic cooperation: 
The agreement seeks to expand 
economic cooperation between 
the two countries to food dis- 
tribution, energy, defence con- 
version, economic education and 
transportation. Currently un- 
funded, the Bush administration 
supports pending legislation that 
would provide $15 to $20 million 
in the 1992 fiscal year. 


Egypt assails Israel 


(Continued from page 1) 


“I am not conducting here a 
parallel initiative. ..there are 
tilings Israel has done. There are 
tilings Israel will not do/' he told 
reporters during his morning tour 
of the Egyptian capital. 

Mr. Levy, visibly irritated by 
reporters* questions on the dead- 
lock over who should represent 
Palestinians at peace talks, said: 
“We arc not fcdng a situation 
where Egypt dictates or imposes 
conditions. We are consulting as 
two nations at peace." 

Mr. Levy began the first trip to 
Cairo by a senior Israeli cabinet 
minister in two. years Monday, 
and he continues his talks with 


Egyptian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak and Foreign Minister Musa on 
Wednesday. 

Mr. Musa told reporters Mon- 
day night: “The stage is very 
crucial, the talks are very impor- 
tant.” 

Mr. Levy insisted Tuesday that 
relations were getting better be- 
tween Israel and Egypt. 

Egypt is “not putting any con- 
ditions, heaven forbid, or telling 
Israel do this or else we won't 
advance” towards peace negotia- 
tions, Mr. Levy said. “We are in 
a period where we believe it more 
possible than ever to advance to 
peace." 
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regard the PLO as their political 
representative, fears also were 
expressed that the latest round of 
diplomacy would bypass the 1 .75 
million people living under 
occupation. 

Some Palestinians said they 
worried the American push for 
negotiations will end with peace 
between Israel and its Arab 
neighbours but with the Palesti- 
nian problem unsolved. They 
compared it to the U.S.- 
spon sored Camp David accords 
that led to an Israeli -Egyptian 
peace. 

The 1978 accords offered the 
Palestinians a limited "auton- 
omy" to be followed by talks later 
on the occupied territories 1 final 
status. 

Hardliners oppose any solution 
that does not specifically lead to a 
Palestinian state. 

“All parties have to live with 
the fact that there will be no 
peace without us (Palestinians). 
We do not need another Camp 
David conspiracy," said Akram, 
an activist with the Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine. 

While the hardliners oppose 
Mr. Baker's efforts to bring 
peace, some other Palestinians 
hope that the Americans will 
bring pressure on Israel to leave 
the occupied territories. 

“Bush's administration has to 
be firm and tough with Israel if it 
is serious about getting the peace 
process moving.” said Ahmad Al 
Masri, a 37-year-old moneychan- 
ger in Nablus. "There will be no 
end to the Israeli- Arab conflict 
without ending the Israeli 
occupation." 


Mediterranean 
cooperation seen as best 
hope for North Africa 


By Tom Portraits 

ALGIERS. Algeria — "What we 
are seeing today.” says Algerian 
writer Rachid Mimouni, "is the 
destruction of traditional values 
with nothing to replace them... 
That is why there is such total 
chaos. People don't have any 
standards by which to live, and 1 
don't think that it is an accident 
that people are returning to 
Islam, because in that movement 
they can reestablish a set of 
values." 

Over black coffee, American 
cigarettes and Algerian wine. Mr. 
Mimouni evokes the tragic condi- 
tion of Algerian society — a 
society that has failed to accept 
the modern world. It is a theme 
that surfaces again and again in 
the short stories and novels that 
have confirmed Mr. Mimouni's 
reputation as one of the most 
talented of his generation of 
Algerian writers. For him the 
confrontation with modernity is 
"the determining problem" not 
only for Algeria but for many 
Third World countries as they 
approach the 21st century. 

When Mr. Mimouni makes 
such judgements he does so not 
just os a respected writer, thinker 
and social critic, but also as a 
professional ‘economist . a former 
director of development at a 
state-run chemical enterprise and 
today a professor of economics at 
the Ecole Superieur de Com- 
merce in Algiers. 

Mr. Mimouni's first-hand ex- 
perience of the economic and 
political methods of Algeria's 
totalitarian socialist leadership, 
which took power after Algeria 
became independent from France 
in 1962, has been the inspiration 
of much of his writing. In his 
novels he treats with compassion 
and irony the absurdities and 
contradictions of the regime's ill- 
conceived and incompetently ex- 
ecuted attempt to adopt Marxist- 
Leninist theory to the specific 
needs of Algeria's traditional 
society. 

“They took the worst from one 
system and added the worst from 
another," says Mr. Mimouni. 
“That resulted in disasters... in 
effect one bad neither the advan- 
tages of a socialist economy nor 
the benefits of an Arabic Islamic 
society.” He pauses and looks out 
of the restaurant's large picture 
window at the port and bay of 
Algiers. Dm other patrons have 
left, and the waiters are hovering 
around the kitchen doors, impa- 
tient to dose for the afternoon 
siesta. Everything about his big. 
empty restaurant — the worn 
white tablecloths, the overstaf- 
fing, the indifferent service and 
overcooked food, the melancholy 
charm and memories of a bygone 
colonial splendor — seems to 
reflect something of Algeria’s 
bleak modern history. 

The streets and alleys nearby 
are crowded with unemployed 
youths. Troops and tanks are 
guarding main roads and govern- 
ment buildings, enforcing a state 
of siege imposed to quell mass 
demonstrations by fundamental- 
ists seeking an end to the soda! 


and economic misery by installing 
an Islamic state. 

For Mr. Mimouni the main 
source of this drama is not so 
much the failure of Algeria's 
post-independence socialism as 
the failure of Algerian society to 
assimilate the modernity that 
fueled progresses of the 20th cen- 
tury. Not that modernity did not 
also produce disasters, especially 
in the developing world. The 
problem, says Mr. Mimouni. is 
that modernity was bom in the 
West: it was the product of a 
historical evolution and carried 
with it a collection of values such 
as the primacy of rationality and 
the freedom of the individual that 
were put in place over a long 
period of lime. But when mod- 
ernity arrives in a country like 
Algeria, the values that it carries 
contradict those of the traditional 
local society, such as honour and 
tribal or communal solidarity. 

"The problem that we have in 
opening up to modernity is that 
when it enters, old values are 
destroyed but are nor replaced 
with new standards." Mr. 
Mimouni explains. Not even lan- 
-guage has escaped the hiatus be- 
tween tradition and modernity; it 
is a fact of which Mr. Mimouni. 
an Arab writer working in 
French, is highly conscious. In 
school the language was French, 
“the language of modernity." but 
in the street, he says, it was 
Arabic, “the language of tradi- 
tion/' Even today, he admits, 
"the individual is impaired as a 
result of not being able to write in 
his mother tongue, which con- 
tains more sensuality, more affec- 
tion." 

Among his students today at 
the Ecole Superieur de Com- 
merece, Mr. Mimouni detects 
another effect of Algeria's failure 
to come to terms with modernity. 
He says their attitude displays “a 
total disaffection with learning. 
They attend school solely to 
obtain a diploma so that they can 
get a job. But they don't believe 
anything that they are taught. In 
their minds they make a very 
dear distinction between how 
they are going to live their lives 
and what they have learned in 
school." 

For Mr. Mimouni the popular- 
ity of the Islamic movement in 
Algeria's new political pluralism 
is no surprise. It is not just that 
Islam is a platform for protest 
against a corrupt and incompe- 
tent regime that does nothing to 
check economic and social de- 
cline. Intellectually, says Mr. 
Mimouni, Islam offers a "dosed 
core" containing a ready-made 
soda! order drawn very Literally 
from Sharia — 14-centuries-old 
Islamic laws to which Algerians 
feel closely attached. But 
although it is seductive, this 
"dosed core" contains few con- 
vincing solutions to the pressing 
and complex problems of Algeria 
today, except to deny a moderni- 
ty that is all too real. 

“Modernity is incontroverti- 
ble/' says Mr. Mimouni in his 
quiet, even voice. “We can’t live 
without aircraft, radio, car, tele- 
phone, without this and that. For 
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Trapped between the appeal of tradition and the cooperation to find its way to the 21st century, 
pub of development. Algeria should rely on regional author Rachid Mimouri explains 


behind those products there are 
values. That is how one is con- 
vinced. There is no other way/’ 
What makes the helplessness of 
intellectuals like Mr. Mimouni in 
the face of fundamentalism parti- 
cularly disquieting is their appa- 
rent inability to communicate 
with it. Says Mr Mimouni, “there 
is a complete breakdown between 
the thinking of the puritans and 
that of the intellectuals. There is 
no communication. The puritans 
don't read the works of the intel- 
lectuals. They function in a closed 
system/' As for the consequences 
for Algerian culture if the fun- 
damentalists take power, Mr. 
Mimouni is in no doubt that 
“they would start by burning 
books. For them there is no 
culture outside the Koran and 
other sacred texts. Everything 
else should be banned: literature, 
music, painting, singing.” 

The other major threat to 
Algeria’s future, according to Mr. 
Mimouni, comes from the poli- 


cies of the West that nurture the 
social and economic conditions 
allowing fundamentalism to 
thrive. “When Europe mod- 
ernised/* he notes, “it took some 
time for the people to accept 
changed values. But as things 
changed new values were taking 
root... Now we have the West as 
the dominant force, and our 
countries are not allowed to prog- 
ress at their own pace.” 

While the cogs of develop- 
ment have turned faster and 
faster in the West, he adds, coun- 
tries like Algeria have undergone 
stark social regression, and in 
other parts of Africa famines and 
epidemics that had been almost 
abolished in the 1960s are again 
haunting the continent. “This 
worries me a lot,” says Mr. 
Mimouni. “I really can’t see what 
future is open to countries like 
ours.” 

Bur Mr. Mimouni is not com- 
pletely pessimistic. There could 
be a chance, he says, if Algeria 


reinforced its economic, political 
and cultural ties with its 
Mediterranean neighbours on the 
basis of real cooperation rather 
than competition. It is in this idea 
of a Mediterranean community, 
embracing the countries of the 
Maghreb and those of southwest- 
ern Europe — Italy, Spain and 
France — that the former can 
hope to emerge with economic 
and social stability, coming to 
terms with modernity through the 
rediscovery of a Mediterranean 
identity. Mr. Mimouni has been 
promoting this idea through con- 
ferences and cultural porjects and 
he now believes that Spain, 
France and Italy have an objec- 
tive interest in pursuing it be- 
cause of the threat of “wild im- 
migration" from the Maghreb if 
local economies continue to stag- 
nate or deteriorate. “Maybe it's 
utopia." Mr. Mimouni concludes, 
"but I believe in it." — World 
News Link. 
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year to go for Barcelona 
immer Olympic Games 


BARCELONA (AP) — With 
one year to go before the summer 
Olympics, Barcelona' is vibrating 
to the sound of construction 
equipment and the thrill of live 
athletic competition. 

In the new Olympic Port, com- 
petitors in the city’s second inter- 
national regatta * peel off dren- 
ched tee-shirts before stowing 
their crafts. The sails still dotting 
the harbour are dwarfed by the 
towers of the Olympic Village 
and the sweep of reclaimed 
beaches. 

On top of Montjuic Hill, Sam 
Jordi Sports Palace echoes with 
the sounds of world cham- 
pionship judo. Down the hill 
young Greco-Roman wrestlers 
grapple away, while Spanish 
swimmers chum up the waters to 
earn top honours in the national 
championships. 

All around greater Barcelona, 
workers at littered construction 
sites labour overtime to put the 
finishing touches on something — 
or start building something else. 

A year from now, all this will 
seem quaint. 

The enormity of the Olympic 
project is enough to scare the 
faint-hearted or the sceptical — 
and there is no lack of sceptics in 
this wizened Mediterranean city. 

“You cannot take on an opera- 
tion of this scope if you are scared 
or uncertain," chief organiser 
Josep Miqnel Abaci said. “It will 


be a minor miracle, but everythng 
will be finished." 

Because of the Olympics, Bar- 
celona in 1993 will be a drastically 
different city than the one that 
won the right to stage the gaftnes 
back in 1986. 

A recent government study 
estimated at $9.4 billion the total 
amount of money that will be 
invested in and around Barcelona 
in the six years leading up to the 
Olympics, which are to run from 
July 25 to Aug. 9 next year. 

Nearly 60 per cent of that is 
public money, most of it to be 
spent to revamp roads, railways, 
the Barcelona Airport, public 
transport, sewage systems and 
other public works. 

Some $2 billion is being spent 
on Foble Nou, the seaside neigh- 
bourhood now rising from the 
rubble of a decayed industrial 
area that had been cut off from 
the rest of the city by railroad 
tracks. Poble Nou is to be com- 
pleted this year. 

The government is shouldering 
the cost of building beaches, a 
highway, parks, the Olympic 
Port, an entirely new city sewage 
system, underground train tracks 
and a 4-kilometre shoreline 
promenade. 

Private backers are putting up 
another $1.1 billion to build the 
Olympic Village, which will later 
become a mixed zone of private 
residences, high-rise offices. 


hotels and restaurants. 

With the enormous expendi- 
tures on projects surrounding the 
Olympics, it is tempting to be- 
lieve the games themselves are 
the least of COOB’s worries. Not 
true. 

Organising the Olympics car- 
ries a seven-year cost of $1.4 
billion, all of which should be 
recovered if the Barcelona Olym- 
pic Organising Committee 
(COQB) budget pans out. Televi- 
sion rights wifi account for nearly 
500 million of the committee’s 
income. 

By the end of the summer, all 
but two of the Olympic venues 
are expected to be finished, and 
half of them tested in a summer- 
long baptism of fire dubbed com- 
petitions ^l. 

A bad said the summer dry runs 
important to fine-tune coordina- 
tion and submit personnel to the 
type of pressure habitual in any 
Olympic Games. 

“These are manoeuvres with 
live ammunition,” he said. 

But the dry runs provide only a 
taste of what’s to come. During 
the test competitions, for exam- 
ple, the credentials centre is 
handling 17,000 people. During 
the games, 137,000 people must 
be accredited. 

On each day of Olympic com- 
petition, half a million people are 
expected to be roaming around 
Barcelona, a congested city of 1 .7 


million inhabitants squeezed be- 
tween a mountain range and the 
sea. 

In addition to city residents and 
fans, that includes 45,000 
athletes, journalists, officials, 
sponsors and guests and 24,000 
extra security personnel who will 
have the thankless task of dis- 
couraging terrorists. 

The huge demand for lodgings 
has forced organisers to be crea- 
tive. Sponsors, for examples, will 
be housed in 11 luxury liners 
docked in the port. 

Abad said the organisation will 
rely on resort towns up and down 
foe coast to lodge those who 
don’t fit in foe city. Beefed up 
public transport will link foe 
towns to Barcelona. 

As for simple fans, that’s a 
different story. Authorised travel 
agencies outside Spain have 
already sold their allotted share 
of tickets. Committee operations 
chief Pedro Fontana advised 
against showing up without 
arranging for a room. 

Fontana also admitted bis 
group could do nothing to pre- 
vent prices from shooting up dur- 
ing the games. 

The prices of hotel rooms or 
apartments, for those that can 
find them, is as high as demand 
permits. Some Barcelona resi- 
dents who plan to flee to foe coast 
are renting houses for a cool 1 
million pesetas. ($10,000) a week. 


Unseeded Davis upsets Caratti in Los Angeles 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Un- 
seeded Scott Davis needed just 
an hour to upset fifth -seeded 
Cristiano Caratti of Italy 6-3, 6-2 
in a first-round match at the 
$225,000 Volvo men’s Tennis 
Tournament. 

Davis held service throughout 
the match and broke his 21-year- 
old opponent’s service three 
times in scoring the upset. The 
28-year-old said he has been play- 
ing well recently, but not winning 
much. 

“I've had some wins, but far 
and few between," he said. *Tve 
made a little adjustment, more of 


a mental thing. On the big points 
I played really well. It was fairly 
even, but when it came to the big 
points, I was better." 

Two other seeded players — 
No. 6 Todd Wood bridge of Au- 
stralia and No. 7 Aaron Krick- 
stein — also advanced fo the 
second round as the week-long 
tournament began at the Los 
Angeles Tennis Centre. 

Krickstein, who won the sing- 
les champioship in this tourna- 
ment two years ago, outlasted 
Dan Goldie 7-6 (8-6), 7-6 (7-4). 
Woodbridge defeated Wayne 
Ferreira of South Africa 6-3, 7-6. 


In other first-round action 
Monday, Jean-Philippe Fleurian 
of France rallied to beat Jim P”^h 
4-6, 7-5, 6-1; Jason Stoltenberg of 
Australia overpowered Paul 
Annacone 6-1, 6-3; Shuzo Mat-, 
suofca of Japan eliminated Jeff 
Tarango 6-3. 6-1; and Peter 
Lundgren of Sweden beat David 
Pate 7-5, 6-2. 

Annacone and Pate are both 
former champions, Annacone 
having woo in 1985 and Pale 
having won two years later. 

Marie Woodforde of Australia 
faced Stefano Pescosolido of Italy 
late Monday night 


Germans pin hopes on Krabbe, Drechsler 

BONN (R) — Former East Germans Katrin Krabbe and Heike 
Drechsler will lead Germany’s medal hopes at the World 
Athletics Championships in Tokyo next month. The 97-strong 
team, with powerful women's field event and relay squads, was 
officially named Tuesday. It included 60 athletes from foe former 
Communist east. Krabbe cast aside a poor start to the season at 
the weekend with European bests for the year in the 100 and 200 
metres in the first united German Outdoor Championships since 
1943. The Neubrandenburg athlete’s times of 10.91 and 22.12 
seconds have been bettered this year only by Jamaican Meriene 
Ottey, the favourite for the women’s sprints at foe Tokyo 
championships which run from Aug. 23 to Sept. 1. Drechsler, who 
won bronze over 100 and 200 at the 1988 Seoul Olympics, failed to 
gain selection for the sprints because of an ear ache at foe 
Hanover Championships. But she is sure to be a major contender 
in foe long jump and is part of a strong women’s 4x100 metres 
relay squad. Discus star like Wyludda, high jumper Heike Henkel 
and Karen Forkel in the javelin are the other main title 
contenders in the women’s team. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


> Drechsler Johnson dropped from Swedish meet 


STOCKHOLM (AP) — Ben Johnson has been dropped from a 
sprinter race at Mahno on Aug. 5 because of his recent 
unsatisfactory results, organisers said Monday. MaJmo Al Presi- 
dent Bengt Bendeus confirmed he faxed Johnson's attorney and 
agent Ed Futennan in Toronto Sunday to cancel the contract. 
Johnson reportedly was to be paid up to $150,000. Bendeus 
refused to comment on the contract or annulment but indicated 
he expected no economic consequences for the Malmo club. 
Other Swedish sports sources said the contract, which they 
believed worth about $50,000 or more, probably included an 
escape clause. Such a clause would state the contract could be 
cancelled if foe sprinter had not achieved certain results. 

Finn wins 5 km walk in year’s best 

HELSINKI (R) — Finland’s Sari Essayah, gold medallist in the 
10 kilometres walk at the World Student Games, won foe five 
kilometres track event at foe Finnish Championships in foe fastest 
time in the world this season. Essayah, who plans to compete in 
foe 10-kilometre race at the Tokyo World Championships next 
month, won in 20 minutes 44.02 seconds. She won the 10 
kilometres in Sheffield last week in 44 minutes four seconds. 
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An athletics event during the Arab Youth Championships befai in 

Morocco in 1989 (FBe photo) 

Jordan to host Arab 


By Ahmad Is mail 

; Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan will host an 
Arab athletics tournament after 
resumption of the activities of 
Arab Athletics Federation 
(AAF), according to sources at 
foe Jordanian Athletics Federa- 
tion (JAF). 

The sources told the Jordan 
Times that Jordan's representa- 
tive to the recent AAF meeting in 
Cairo, Najeb Abu Al Sba’ar, had 
extended invitations to the Arab 
federations to take part in this 
tournament." 

Mr. Sha’ar called on Arab fed- 
erations ‘to mobilise their sports 
potentials and dean foe atmos- 
phere of joint Arab cooperation 
in such a way that they can 
re-build foe structure of Arab 


sports,” the sources said. 

In view of the vital role played 
by Jordan and certain Arab fed- 
erations at the Cairo meetings, 
foe AAF has postponed the 
adoption of Iraq’s suspension 
from the AAFs activities and 
will refer this subject to the meet- 
ing of Arab sport and youth 
ministers to be held in Cairo. 

During the Cairo meeting, the 
AAF decided to hold foe seventh 
Arab Youth Athletics Cham- 
pionship in Syria next September 
and named Mr. Nadhmi Al Said, 
to represent foe AAF during the 
event. The meeting decided to 
organise a training course for 
Arab officials in Cairo next Octo- 
ber to acquaint them with the 
new law on long-distance races. 
A referees course will also be 
held simultaneously with the 
Arab Youth Tournament. 


The top four seeds — Sweden’s 
Stefan Edberg and Americans 
Pete Sampras, Michael Chang 
and Brad Gilbert — afl received 
first-round byes and were to play 
second-round matches Tuesday. 

Fleurian from a deep hole in 
his match with Pugh, who won 
foe first set, led 5-3 in the second 
and was serving for the match 
before losing the next nine 
games. 

“I felt okay in the second set. 
but by the time we got to foe 
third, I realised it was gone," 
Pugh said. “I guess I was going in 
and out (mentally) a little." 


Shriver, Tauziat advance 
at Mazda Tennis Classic 


CARLSBAD, California 
(AP) — Pam Shriver used a 
strong serve to beat Jo Durie 6-3, 
6-4 Monday night, setting up a 
second-round meeting with top- 
ranked Monica Seles in the 
$225,000 Mazda Classic Tennis 
Tournament. 

Seles drew a first-round bye in 
foe tournament that marks her 
return to foe official tour. She 
bypassed Wimbledon because of 
shin splints and a stress fracture 
m her left leg. 

Earlier, Anne Min ter of Au- 
stralia won six straight games on 
the way to a 6-3, 6-4 victory over 
eighth-seeded Laura Giktemeis- 


ter of Peru. 

Sixth-seeded Nathalie Tauziat 
held off Kathy Rinaldi 6-3, 4-6, 
6-4 and seventh-seeded Barbara 
Paulus topped Christina ' Papa- 
dakj 6-2, 6-3 in other matches. 

Shriven, ranked 33rd, will be 
making her second career appear- 
ance against the 17-year-old 
Seles. A year ago, she lost to 
Seles 6-2, 7-6 in the Virginia 
Slims of Washington. 

“I hope my serve is working, 
that I can stay with her, keep it 
dose and rely on experience," 
said Shriver, last ranked in foe 
top 10 when she was ninth in 
1988. 


Budd-Pieterse to race in U.K. 


LONDON ( AP) — South Afri- 
can running Zola Budd-Pieterse 
could return to Britain for a race 
in September if her country is 
fully re-instated track’s governing 
body, a press report said Mon- 
day. 

According to foe Evening Stan- 
dard, she is being lined up for the 
Great London Run which will be 
held on Sept. 8. 

The plan is to invite a South 
African team, induding Budd- 
Pieteise, to take part in the race 
around the revamped docklands 


area of East London, foe Stan- 
dard said. 

As a record-breaking 17-year- 
old athlete who ran barefoot, 
Budd-Pieterse burst on to the 
scene amid controversy when Bri- 
tain granted her dtizenship so she 
could run in British colours in foe 
1984 Olympics at Los Angeles. 

In foe 3,000 metres final, she 
collided accidentally with Mary 
Dedcer-Slaney and foe American 
star fell injured onto the infield. 
A mid a storm of boos, Budd 
finished seventh. 
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“When I met you, you were slim 
and had great hair. I could sue 
you for false advertising !" 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 
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WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4K6 v*K109532 0K6 4K105 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 * Pass 2 Pass 

2 * Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q4S — Aa South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

4A9873 0A102 4AK98 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
spade. What do you respond? 

Q.3— As South, vulnerable, you 
■bold: 

♦9 vAQI06532 0A63 ♦AS 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with a weak two-bid in 
spades. What action do you take? 


South, vulnerable, you 


*9 '-AQ 106532 \>A63 *A9 
The bidding has proceeded: 

East South West North 

2 4* 4 ? 4 * Pass 

Pass ? 

■ — weak 

What action do you take? 

Q.B— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦AQ7 CQ6 0AKQJ1065 *6 
Hie bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

3 * Pass Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*Q63 77 OAKS 4AEJ1076 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 4 Pass 1 4 Pass 

? 

What do you bid now? 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY JULY 31, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll FUghter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Being niudi more direct and letting 
others know that you want to 
cooperate with them in a very 

modem and up to date festoon wiU 

put you on foe right ***k and 
bring quick results. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Get 
oat from die world of action as 
much as you can to appreciate 
those things that you value that do 
not have a price tag upon them but 
which mean much to you. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 

Now you find it possible to gain *e 

good will of those friends you value 

and who are able to aid you to gain 
your heart’s greatest desire. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June. 21) 
Whatever you have in mind that 
does mean you are foe one who is 
on demand in foe world of outside 
activity can bring you foe aed mm 
you desire. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) There are many new con- 
ditions about to break for you and 
it is advisable that you do start to 
prepare for these approved copfo- 
tioas. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
have so many obligations to attend 
to that you would be wise to get at 
them at once and get foem behind 
you so you can enjoy foe many 
romantic happy moments' now 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Your interest in foe lighter ride 
of things can bring you some very 


■ d es irable remits which best express 
themselves by a meeting with part- 
ners. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) This is your time to show you 
are a good worker who is able to 
whatever' 'requires' your attention 
with neat touch and fine finish that 
adds to its beauty. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Let those with whom you 
have -any sort of accord be aware of 
your devotion CD them and do 
something they especially hke to 
draw them, closer. . 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) This is your time to 
make a point to pot some extra 
char m and some attractive articles 
in your own home that wflT please 
your family. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Think out that course 
'of action can ™»ic« your days 
-more -productive and your nights 
more pleasant since this is your 
time to plan usual outlets. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) This is the time you can 
take a good long look at whatever 
you own or possess and to make it 
so attractive that you appreciate it 
more. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You awaken feetinp in tune 
with conditions and persons about 
if you are living in accord with your 
astrological aspects so enjoy your- 
self. 


Energy & guidance to 
the human body is. 
given by a crystal or 
amethyst gem stone. 

fr World Resources- Dajani 8?Calnc. 
• Jewelers- Gems 

Amman- Rio De Janeiro 
Amman- Amra Hotel- 6th. circle. 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lise 


Unscramble these four Jumblae, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 



Now arrange the dieted letters to 
form the surprise answer. , as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer 0N M i 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: UPPER COACH GAMBOL NOBODY 
Answer What a conversation between a man and his 
wile sometimes Is — A MONOLOGUE 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Thomas 


ACROSS 
T Demi — 

6 Pea case 
9 Barren 

14 Strong dislike 

15 Vane dir. 

16 E*-Cub Banks 

17 Tussaud's place 

19 Singer Helen 

20 Inhabitant: suff. 

21 Failing 

22 Contests 

23 With a wSH 
2S Lariat 

27 Roman road 

28 Tour or real 


29 Voice vote 
32 Elsa for one 
35 Fool lever 

37 Inactive 

38 

39 interferes 
43 Presstxm 

officials 

46 Bumpkin 

47 One — time 

48 Hemingway 

49 Devoted 

5i Atlantic island 
55 Toil 
57 Runway 
abutment 
591002 

60 Space traveler 

61 Area of 
activity 

83 On the baB 
6* Glowing 
66 Hidden store 

66 Sample 

67 Nav. acad. grad 

68 Eastern Indians 

DOWN 
T Namety 
2"— thatwffl 
five-." (FDR) 

3 Boxcar makers 

4 Aggregate 

5 Copy 

6 Eyes 

7 Burden 

8 Black mark 

9 Notched as a 
knife 

10 Doctor 


laaiiiniaaai 


amiaa aaanES 




11 BeH. Book. — " 

12 Fair attraction 

13 Island 
group' - ■ 

18 Fulfills 
24 Fork-Ilka 
28 South of Lett. . 

30 WinglBce 

31 Longings 

32 VIP’s car 

33 Brainchild 

34 Ex-sweethearts 
38 Perceived tw (ha 

ear 

40 Baby thetas 
cotfectfvely - 

41 Gr. tetter 

42 Fh for 
market 

43 Liquor 

44 Actress ' ‘ 
Charming 

45 Cold weather 

c „ Problem 

50 Not hidden 
52 Friends: Cat". 


* Puzzle Solv* 


arnon nrnir 

nnnnnnnnn nnnnr 
mTnonns 
nnra tins nnnn 
nnnno nnHnnnras 
nnmr 

clnn nnngo nnnnr 

annnn nnannnnni 
nnnn nnnn 

nnnn SUSS a ™Rl 
innng nnnn nnnn 


S4 Embankments 
“prevent; , 
flooding .. .. . 


56 -Oamri 
: Yanks, 


-53 Recerein a wan' 55 • Sfig 
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Currency 


I'.S. Dollar 


Sterling Pound 


Deu ts ch e JiUrfc 


Swiss Franc . 


Fmeh Franc 


Japanese Yen J 


Dutch Guilder 


Swedish Krona 


UaUfln Lira- . 


Belgian Franc 


Other Currencies 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the baying and selling rates for 
leading wofld currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One Sterling 1.6860/70 

One U.S. dollar 1A490Q5 

1.7450/60 
1.9640/50 
• 1.5225/30 

35.95/99 
5.9300/50 
1304/1305 
137.70/80 
6.3280/3330 
6.8130/80 
6.7510/60 

.One ounce of gold 361.80/362.30 



U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 
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Bangladesh announces 
new industrial policy 


DHAKA (R) — Bangladesh 
announced a new liberal indust- 
rial policy Monday with incen- 
tives to foreign investors that the 
government hopes will persuade 
aid donors to release $300 million 
in fresh industrial loans. 

"With the formal announce- 
ment of the new and liberal in- 
dustrial policy, we hope to re- 
ceive over $300 million in indust- 
rial loans from foreign donors,** 
Industries Minister Shamsui 
Islam Khan told a news confer- 
ence. 

■ Bangladesh has been promised 
$150 million from the Asian De- 
velopment Bank (ADB). $100 
million from the World Bank and 
$50 million from Japan on condi- 
tion it liberalises its industrial 
sector. 

“1 hope the conditions of the 
donors have been fulfilled and 
they will release the money for 
funding investment in Bang- 
ladesh," Mr. Khan said. 

The money would be mostly 
used to import machinery, he 
said. 

"The (new) industrial policy 
will accelerate foreign investment 
by removing all barriers ... and 


offering positive encouragement 
to the existing and new foreign 
investors.'' the minister said. 

Hie minister said foreigners 
could now fully own a business 
anywhere in Bangladesh. Enter- 
prises that arc 1 00 per cent fore- 

ign-owRcd have until now been 
restricted to an export processing 
zone in the port of Chittagong. 

Mr. Khan said overseas inves- 
tors would now also be able to 
repatriate their capital, profit and 
dividends. 

The new policy is designed to 
expand the growth of export in- 
dustries to reduce Bangladesh's 
trade deficit and strengthen cot- 
tage and small industries to boost 
employment. 

Mr. Khan said profits would 
not be taxes in industries produc- 
ing only export goods. 

Nearly 15 million of Bang- 
ladesh's 110 million people are 
unemployed. Annual per capita 
income is only $179. 

Mr. Khan told parliament last 
April that 368 industries had been 
privatised between July 1975 and 
March 1991. The new policy 
proposed that more state-control- 
led industries would be gradually 
sold off to the private sector. 



GATT says dynamic 
Thailand still protects 
some home industry 


GENEVA (R) — Thailand has 
become a dynamic exporter and 
importer in recent years, bur 
some pockets of domestic indus- 
try are still highly protected 
against foreign competition, the 
GATT trade body has said. 

"Substantial pockets of high 
protection remain in the Thai 
economy, either by way of res- 
trictive border measures or 
through other policies such as 
local-content requirements," said 
the report compiled by the secre- 
tariat of the 102-member General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT). 

The protected areas included 
processing of agricultural pro- 
ducts, textiles, leather goods and 
motor vehicles. 

Thailand's automobile industry 
assembles vehicles from compo- 
nents mainly imported from 
Japan and some European coun- 
tries subject to local content re- 
quirements. High tariff duties are 
imposed on imported motor vehi- 
cles, the report said. 

While protective measures be- 
nefited specific groups of domes- 
tic producers in the short-term, 
they represented a tax on Thai 
consumers. 

The 302-page report warned 
that such policies "could become 
impediments for the future de- 
velopment of efficient export- 
ana import-suDstitution indus- 
tries and of economic and social 
development at large." 

It said the Thai authorities 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


TOKYO — The naming of companies compensated by the big 
four brokers removed a major uncertainty from the market. Some 
investors believe the worst of the scandal is over. The Nikkei 
average gained 429.05 points to 23,872.63. 

SYDNEY — The All Ordinaries Index rose 6.7 to 1574.2, an 
11-month high, on hopes that inflation will fall to three per cent 
by the year's end. 

HONG KONG — The Hang Seng Index eased 24.46 points to 
3,991.83. "I don't think there’s any major selling. It's more a 
question of some profit-takers coming in and no particular new 
reason for buying." said Mark Hodge of Crosby Securities. 
SINGAPORE — Profit-taking continued to erode prices over a 
broad front. The Straits Times Industrial Index lost 8.54 points to 
1,486.28. 

BOMBAY — Profit-taking halted a record-setting week-long 
rally. The BSE Index rose 9.3 points to 1,647.00, a new all-time 
high. 

FRANKFURT — Shares climbed 0.6 per cent in quiet trading 
boosted by modest gains on Wall Street and Tokyo. The DAX 
Index rose 9.36 points to 1,614.93. 
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British court allows time for 
possible BCCI restructuring plan 


were aware of the risks and stated 
“their intention to continue with 
the rationalisation of trade- 
related policies." 

This would also benefit Thai- 
land's trading partners, the 
GATT document added. 

Thailand, which joined GATT 
in 1982. was the 13th member of 
GATT to be scrutinised under a 
procedure launched in 1989 to 
evaluate states' trade policies. 

A report by Thailand said rapid 
economic expansion had unco- 
vered an inadequacy of infras- 
tructure, a shortage of qualified 
personnel and problems of in- 
come distribution and dispersion 
of economic prosperity. 

These issues would be tackled 
in the next five years, it added. 

GATT said strains emerging 
after a period of extensive econo- 
mic growth suggested Thailand’s 
future economic and social de- 
velopment would depend on effi- 
ciency of investment. 

A more liberal and stable 
world trading environment would 
also help the Thai government to 
overcome domestic resistance to 
further liberalisation of the eco- 
nomy. 

The report noted that some 
important Thai products faced 
external barriers, including 
tapioca exports which were sub- 
ject to restraints by an agreement 
with the European Community 
and clothing shipments curbed 
under the multi-fibre arrange- 
ment regulating trade in textiles. 


LONDON (R) — Britain's High 
Court granted a four-month ad- 
journment Tuesday in efforts to 
liquidate the scandal-hit Bank of 
Credit and Commerce Interna- 
tional (BCCI), giving time to 
work out a possible restructuring 
plan. 

Judge Sir Nicolas Browne- 
Wilkinson told the court the ad- 
journment — the second in eight 
days — would be until Dec. 2. 

The court order to wind up 
BCCI was sought by the Bank of 
England, Britain's central bank, 
which took the lead role on July 5 
in a shutdown of BCCI in many 
countries, saying it uncovered 
massive and widespread fraud. 

The announcement followed a 
last-minute rescue plan proposed 
by BCCI majority shareholders, 
Abu Dhabi ruler. Sheikh Zaid 
Ben Sultan A1 N ah ay an. and the 
Abu Dhabi government. 

Their lawyer, David Johnson, 
said his clients had offered to 
fund a voluntary compensation 
scheme which would give speedy 
payouts of up to £5,000 ($8,400) 
to the vast majority of BCCl's 
48.400 British sterling depositors. 

Mr. Johnson said' £50 million 
($84 million) to fund the scheme 
had already been paid into the 
London branch of the National 
Bank of Abu Dhabi. 

The Bank of England, which 
had applied for an immediate 
liquidation of SCO's British op- 
erations. opposed the adjourn- 
ment but the delay was strongly 
supported by the court-appointed 
provisional liquidators. Touche 
Roche. 

The judge said he was sur- 
prised the Bank of England 
opposed the application by the 
majority shareholders for the 



‘ Agha Hasan Abedi 
.four-month adjournment. 

He said he believed the major- 
ity shareholders had made a 
generous gesture in offering the 
compensation scheme and pro- 
viding some support for BCCT’s 
British employees and small de- 
positors in Britain. 

The Bank of England’s initial 
winding-up order was adjourned 
for eight days to see if a rescue 
bid could be put in place. 

The court's decision to grant 
the postponement to allow a res- 
cue plan to be set in motion came 
as a surprise. 

Lawyers representing BCCl's 
Abu Dhabi principal sharehol- 
ders and the British authorities 
held last-ditch negotiations on 
Monday night, apparently on a 
restructuring plan. 

But Gulf banking sources said 
Abu Dhabi ruler had told his 
cabinet he would not waste "a 
single dirham" more on what he 
now regarded as a lost cause. 

And Bank of England Gov- 
ernor Robin Leigh-Pemberton 
had said he believed the bank was 


beyond rescue, in Britain at least. 

The High Court case affects 
only the British operations of 
BCCI, which were run through 
the Luxembourg-registered 
BCCI S.A., a subsidiary of the 
Abu Dhabi-controlled BCCI 
Holdings 5.A. 

Investigators say the alleged 
fraud, in which the Bank of Eng- 
land says BCCI ran a bank- 
within-a-bank, could total $15 bil- 
lion — three quarters of BCCl's 
global assets. 

The latest estimates are that 
Abu Dhabi faces at least $6.5 
billion in losses. That is almost 
exactly equivalent to its oil export 
earnings over the past year. 

British Prime Minister John 
Major himself has not been im- 
mune, with opposition parties 
charging he and his government 
knew of the problems at BCCI 
years ago and did nothing to close 
it. The Bank of England has 
come under fire for similar 
reasons. 

In New York Monday, the first 
criminal indictments were 
brought against BCCI since its 
closure earlier this month. 

The indictments issued by a 
grand jury charged that BCCI 
and two of its founders engaged 
in a mulri-bi I lion-do Uar scheme to 
defraud its depositors. 

New York District Attorney 
Robert Morgenthau said the in- 
dictment “spells out the largest 
bank fraud in world financial 
history. BCCI was operated as a 
corrupt criminal organisation 
throughout its entire 19-year his- 
tory." 

"It systematically falsified its 
records. It knowingly allowed it- 
self to launder illegal income of 
drug sellers and other criminals 


and it paid bribes and kickbacks 
to public officials." Mr. Morgen- 
thau added. * 

The New York indictment 
charges Agha Hasan Abedi, the 
68-year-old Pakistani who found- 
ed the bank in 1972, and Swaleh 
Naqvi. 57, of Abu Dhabi, who 
was the bank's chief operating 
officer until October 1990, with 
masterminding the fraud scheme. 

Mr. Mogenthau said he would 
seek the extradition of both men. 
Mr. Naqvi is in Abu Dhabi and 
Mr. Abedi in Pakistan. 

Meanwhile, a senior United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) finance 
official has criticised the Bank of 
England and described as stupid 
the closure of BCCI by foreign 
monetary authorities. 

“Malicious hands and un- 
known institutions aiming at des- 
troying every Arab achievement 
is behind the BCCI crisis," Mr. 
Jaa/ar A1 Firdan, assistant under- 
secretary at the UAH finance 
ministry, told the London-based 
Asharq AI Awsat newspaper. 

"It is an unusual act of a 
sabotage and the Bank of Eng- 
land was hasty in taking its mea- 
sures," the newspaper Tuesday 
quoted him as saying. 

“Some countries took stupid 
decisions as a result of this crisis 
which should not have been 
taken. They should have referred 
first to the shareholders," Mr. 
Firdan said. 

“The BCCI operation was not 
an ordinary operation but its 
target was to shake confidence in 
the financial situation of the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates. But the 
UAE will prove its ability in 
overcoming this problem," Mr. 
Firdan said. 


Swissair India starts talks with IMF 

■ RM V AC NEW DELHI (R) — India began (UNI) reported from Washington whether they nr 

KlIlDl VVNS talks Tuesday with an advance that the World Bank was con- fresh loans. 

team from the International sidering a $500 million structural c - ... 
JBmmm in fl-.f i r Monetary Fund (IMF) on major adjustment loan as fun her help. c-„"J? nce M,n 
niKallCcS ,oans lo P ro P “P its s,ifn foreign There was no official comment rJJ!§d 


ZURICH (R) — Swiss national 
carrier Swissair Monday reported 
a slight rise in first-half gross 
profit despite economic recession 
and a decline in demand due to 
the Gulf war. 

Swissair-Schwei 2 erische Luft- 
verkehr A.G. said six-month 
grass profit rose to 86 million 
Swiss francs ($56.2 million) from 
70 million ($45.8 million) last 
year. 

The result followed a dis- 
appointing 1990, when it paid no 
dividend after net profit plunged 
to 4.3 million francs (S2.8 mil- 
lion) from 1989’s best -ever 94.7 
million (561.9 million) on a fall in 
passenger traffic and soaring 
costs. 

Despite the improvement in 
results, Swissair said there had 
been a drastic decline in demand 
compared with the first half of 
last year, due in part to the Gulf 
war. 

In an indication that the battle 
for recovery was not yet won, it 
said that the second half of the 
year, when most travelling is 
done,, would be crucial for full- 
year results. 

Swissair had already said pas- 
senger traffic had not picked up 
to last year’s level since the end of 
tbe Gulf war. In May it carried 11 
per cent fewer passengers than in 
May 1990. 

But the airline said it was 
optimistic on the outlook for the 
whole year after first-half re- 
venues improved despite falling 
traffic. It said a hiring freeze, a 
wage hold-down and a fall in fuel 
prices had also helped cut costs. 

“The outlook' for the second 
half of this year is better than in 
1990. Consequently Swissair anti- 
cipates an improved annual result 
barring any unexpected down- 
turn," it said- 


NEW DELHI (Rl — India began 
talks Tuesday with an advance 
team from the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) on major 
loans to prop up its slim foreign 
exchange reserves and help it out 
of its worst economic crisis. 

Finance ministry officials 
would give no details of the talks, 
but government sources said In- 
dia was seeking about $250 mil- 
lion as an emergency loan and $2 
billion in longer term loans. 

The sources said the IMF team, 
due to be reinforced later in the 
week, would go over India’s July 
24 austerity budget in detail to 
see whether it met conditions for 
the loans. 

India, burdened with a $71 
billion foreign debt, took a $1.8 
billion loan from the IMF at the 
beginning of the year. 

On July 22, with foreign ex- 
change covering only two weeks 
of imports, it took an emergency 
$220 million loan. 

A day later, the World Bank 
announced a $150 million loan to 
help out. India has also shipped 
67 tonnes of gold abroad as col- 
lateral for loans to stave off immi- 
nent default. 

The United News of India 


(UNI) reported from Washington 
that the World Bank was con- 
sidering a $500 million structural 
adjustment loan as further help. 

There was no official comment 
on the report but Western econo- 
mic analysts, who asked not to be 
identified, said such a loan was 
under consideration and the fi- 
gure sounded reasonable. 

"But it will be contingent on 
agreement with the IMF on con- 
ditionality," one said. 

India’s month-old government 
has taken unexpectedly rapid and 
radical measures to liberalise its 
rule-bound, inefficient and highly 
protected economy in what 
amounted to a 180-degree turn 
opponents charged was made at 
the IMFs behest. 

These included allowing major- 
ity foreign ownership, easing 
import-export rules and de- 
valuing the rupee sharply. 

The IMF and multinational 
corporations have long been re- 
garded as demons in India, espe- 
cially by the left, which plans to 
hold a week of protests against 
them from Aug. 19. 

The analysts said the IMF team 
would be going over the new 
policies and the budget to see 


whether they met conditions for 
fresh loans. 


Finance Minister Manmohan 
Singh announced his budget 
would cut the government's fiscal 
deficit from 8.3. per cent of gross 
domestic product (GDP) to 6.5 
per cent in the 1991/92 (April- 
March) financial year. 

"I think the IMF has doubts 
whether that can be achieved," 
one analyst said. 

“This is one major potential 
weakness of the budget and there 
are others that the IMF will want 
to explore," he added. 

Hie analyst said India's past 
record of over-estimating its re- 
venues was “chronic" and the 
IMF would need assurances that 
the budget estimate would be 
met. 

The IMF team was also likely 
to be dubious about the budget 
plans to sell off 20 per cent of 
shares in some, as yet unidenti- 
fied, public enterprises to state- 
run financial institutions to raise 
25 billion rupees ($1 trillion). 

"I'm not sure that's what the 
IMF has in mind for the privatisa- 
tion measures it will be deman- 
ding." another analyst said. 


Albania to step up privatisation 


TIRANA (R) — Albania's coali- 
tion government said Monday it 
would accelerate radical free- 
market reforms to drag the coun- 
try out of what it called general 
economic stagnation. 

A statement by the council of 
ministers, reported by the official 
news agency ATA, said privatisa- 
tion efforts would be intensified 
and measures would be adopted 
to attract foreign investment — a 
situation which would have been 
deemed treasonable under Alba- 
nia's previous Stalinist rulers. 

The government also described 
stabilising food supplies as its 
“major work.” 

Output has slumped because of 


a collapse in distribution, prob- 
lems with raw materials and a 
wave of strikes in the wake of 
political unrest as Albania began 
moving towards multi-party 
democracy late last year. 

Albania's industry is in a primi- 
tive state aftet nearly 50 years in 
which the hardline Communist 
Party of Labour — now renamed 
the Socialist Party and the biggest 
member of the ruling coalition — 
tried to make Europe's poorest 
country self-sufficient. 

It is one of the world's biggest 
producers of chromium ore, and 
also exports electric power, tim- 


ber and some foods, but it has 
few other products which are 
competitive on the world market. 

Industrial output was lan- 
guishing at less than half of plan- 
ned levels. ATA said. 

Exports were running at one- 
fifth of target, and imports at 
about one-third resulting in a 
$343 million trade deficit for the 
first half of 1991, ATA quoted 
the statement as saying. 

"The situation in the country- 
side is dramatic. The market 
supply of seasonal agricultural 
products and livestock is insuffi- 
cient,” it said. 
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WANTED TYPIST/SECRETARY 

For publishing house in Jabal Amman, to do the dual 
job of Typist/Secretary. Good ability in English is 
required. 

Please call office telephone number 686753 
from 9 a.m. till 1 pjn. 


For Rent Or Sale 

Ground floor consisting of two bedrooms, salon, dining 
room, central heating, garden and two balconies. 
Located in Shmeisani. 

Call 828369 morning and 668497 afternoon. 


NBEATABLE OFFE 

Stay at The 

Ai Cazar Hofei 

for 3 nights but only pay for 2 nights 
Scuba experience free of charge 
Contact us for more details 

Teh 03 314131/2, Fax: 03 314133, Tlx; 62242 


TO LET 

Two floors unfurnished villa 552m 2 , located in 
Shmeisani. The ground floor consists of big master 
bedroom, salons, kitchen and dining room. First floor 
is made up of 4 bedrooms, two baths, verandas, 
living room, maid bedroom with bath and garage. 
N.B. The basement occupied by the owner with a 
completely separate Entrance. 

Please contact phone 818964 between Warn and 1 pm 


THE JESUIT CENTRE, 

St. Ignatius Day Celebration 

On Wednesday, July 31 Reverend Salim 
Sayegh, Bishop of the Latin Church in Amman, 
will be the main celebrant at a liturgy celebrating 
the 500th anniversary of the birth of St. Ignatius, 
the founder of the Society of Jesus. The mass 
will be celebrated at La Salle Church (Freres 1 
College). Jabel Hussein, at 6:30 p.m. The 
Sermon will be delivered by Rev. Thomas J. 
Fitzpatrick, S.J., Superior of the Jesuits in 
Amman, Jordan. Following the liturgy there will 
be a reception at the Jesuit Centre (down'toward 
the centre of the city from the Freres' College). 









































































































World News 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, jl5LY 31,199T- 3 ^ 



m Klerk to announce 


in covert operations 


JOHANNESBURG (AP)— Ma- 
jor cuts in covert operations were 
expected after President F.W. de 
Klerk removed his top two secur- 
ity chiefs in an effort to revive 
talks on ending white-minority 
rale. 

Mr. de Klerk was to address 
the nation on a government 
shake-up in which he demoted 
the ministers of the armed forces 
and police. Government officials 
said he would announce changes 
in secret funding of black political 
groups and reduce coven political 
activities to try and restore the 
administration’s credibility. 

The president stunned South 
Africans late Monday by demot- 
ing two powerful cabinet figures - 
Defence' Minister Magnus Mai an* 
and Police Minister Adriaan 
VI ok. The move followed a 
scandal over covert funding of the 
conservative black Inkatha Free- 
dom Fund. 

The African National Congress 
(ANC). the main black opposi- 
tion group, said Tuesday the de- 
motions were not sufficient and it 
wanted Mr. Volk and Mr. Mai an 
dismissed from the government. 
The ANC bad demanded the 


ministers' dismissal as a condition 
to resuming talks on a new con- 
stitution. 

“The removal of guilty parties 
from the cabinet is what we de- 
manded, and that does not mean 
shifting them around from pillar 
to post,” said ANC Deputy Presi- 
dent Walter Sisulu. 

But other ANC officials, who 
dedin ed to be named, said Mr. 
de Klerk's moves were a welcome 
start and a compromise might be 
possible. 

The pro-apartheid Conserva- 
tive Party denounced the 
changes, claiming Mr. de Klerk 
was losing control and his plans to 
end aparthied were coming apart. 

“Things are crumbling. This is 
a puncture he (Mr. de Klerk) 
won't be able to fix. it's too big,” 
said party spokesman Fedri Hart- 
zenberg. 

Government funding of In- 
katha. the ANC's main rival, 
undermined Mr. de Klerk's claim 
dial the government was impar- 
tial and acting in the interests of 
all South Africans by ending 
apartheid. 

Mr. de Klerk also used the 
scandal to remove the last of the 


cabinet hardliners from the pre- 
vious government of P. W. Botha 
and move up moderates commit- 
ted to reform. Two moderates 
closely allied to Mr. de Klerk, 
Hern us Kriel and Roelof Meyer, 
were named as replacements. 

Foreign Minister Pik Botha, a 
close confident of Mr. de Klerk 
who acknowledged authorising 
die money for Inkatha, held his 
post 

Mr. Malan takes over the water 
affairs and forestry portfolio and 
Mr. Volk will head correctional 



F.W. de Klerk 


services. 

Mr. de Klerk’s statement simply 
announced the changes and made 
no reference to the Inkatha scan- 
dal. 

The dismissal were expected to 
anger white hardliners, who saw 
Mr. Volk and Mr. Malan as a 
conservative brake on -Mr. de 
Klerk’s reforms. 

A senior South African police 
officers expressed dismay Tues- 
day over Mr. Vlok’s departure. 

Brig. Gen. Leon Mellet said, 
“he was a great communicator, a 
wonderful minister for the police, 
and is greatly admired by the 
South African Police.” 


Meanwhile the newly- 
appointed law and order minister 
said on British radio Tuesday that 
South Africa needs a stronger but 
more credible police force. 

“I would strive for a stronger 
and more effective police force 
than there is at the moment,” 
Kriel told the British Broadcast- 
ing Corporation (BBC). 

“I think the first thing that we 
will have to do is to promote a 
police force that will at all times 
act in an unbiased way to each 
and every citizen of our country, 
to each political grouping. I think 
it is very, very important that we 
establish the credibility of the 
police force.” 


more rebels die in Sri Lankan battle 


COLOMBO (AP) — The battle 
for Elephant Pass, the fiercest 
war between the government and 
the Tamil rebels since their separ- 
atist campaign began, raged on as 
hoops killed 70 more guerrillas, 
military officials said Tuesday. 

The rebels were killed by gov- 
ernment reinforcements battling 
their way tov.ird the besieged 
army camp in the rebei-held 
north, officials said'. 

Four soldiers and a lieutenant 
also were killed as hundreds of 
guerrillas fiercely resisted the 
advancing columns of some 8,000 
soldiers Monday, the officials 
said. Twelve soldiers were 
seriously wounded in the offen- 
sive. 

Troops punched through rebel 
defences and occupied their forti- 
fied bunkers, according to a 
senior official at the joint opera- 
tions command in Colombo. 

But the official said soldiers 


have only advanced 500 metres in 
the direction of the camp since 
Sunday. He spoke on the condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

It was not immediately known 
how close the troops were from 
the Elephant Pass army camp, 
officials said. 

The camp, which straddles a 
causeway leading to the rebel- 
held Jaffna peninsula, has been 
under siege by rebel fighters for 
the past 21 days. 


3,000 fresh soldiers, but the 
troops failed to peach the camp 
because of heavy resistance by 
the Tigers. 

More troops were sent early 
this week but their advance has 
been hampered by the heavily 
mined jangle terrain. 


Eight-hundred soldiers are 
trapped within the camp by guer- 
rillas of the Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE), who con- 
trol most of the north. The Tigers 
have long wanted to destroy the 
camp 295 kilometres northeast of 
the capital of Colombo, to gain 
free access to the Jaffna peninsu- 
la. 

On the fifth day of the siege, 
the government rushed about 


So far, 143 soldiers and 1,190 
rebels have been killed, accord- 
ing to the government. 

There was no independent con- 
firmation of the death toll be- 
cause of poor communications 
and the lack of civilian witnesses 
in the area. The Tigers have not 
disclosed their casualties for tbe 
past two weeks. 


The battle for Elephant Pass 
“is easily the single largest con- 
frontation” between the two sides 
since the insurrection began in 
1983, Defence Secretary Gen. 
Cyril Ranatunge said earlier this 
month. 


m 


heavy Romanian flooding 


BACAU, Romania (R) — More 
than ICQ people were feared dead 
Tuesday after two days of the 
worst flooding on record devas- 
tated much of this northeastern 
Romanian region, county offi- 
cials said. 


Laorentiu Hrebenduc, adviser 
to the Bacau County perfect, said 
40 bodies had been recovered so 
far but a further 69 people were 
missing and believed to drowned. 

“We have virtually no hope 
that those missing persons will be 
found alive,” Mr. Hrebenduc 
said. 


After heavy rains over the 
weekend, flood waters burst 
through a dam early Monday and 
swept away more than 800 homes 
in an area near tbe dty of Bacau, 
300 kilometres northeast of 
Bucharest. 

The mountainous region west 


of the Siret River, on Romania's 
northeastern border, bore the 
brunt of the disaster. 

Rains eased Monday night but 
heavy floodwaters were expected 
to move towards lower lands east 
of the mou ntain s. More rain was 
forecast for Tuesday afternoon. 

The floods have devastated 17 
villages, swept away 648 homes, 
submerged 1,747 and made 
13,120 people homeless, Mr. 
Hrebenduc said. Local offidals 
are trying to calculate the extent 
of damage to farmland and crops. 

In a statement late Monday, 
President Ion Iliescu appealed for 
a national relief effort to help 
flood victims and called 00 all 
Romanians to “help the homeless 
and bereaved.” 

Relief work was hampered by 
disrupted communications, as 
the floods destroyed 44 bridges 
and cut off three national roads. 


ome progress’ reported 
U.S.-Vietnam talks 


BANGKOK (R) — A senior 
Vietnamese official said Tuesday 
that some progress bad been 
made toward normalising rela- 
tions with their former wartime 
enemy, the United States. 

“I think there was some prog- 
ress, some improvement in the 
process,” Vietnamese Deputy 
Foreign Minister Le Mai told 
reporters after talks in Bangkok 
with U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State Richard Solomon. 

The two sides spent a long time 
discussing the search for Amer- 
ican servicemen declared missing 
in action (MIA) in the Vietnam 
War, Mr. Le Mai said. 

“They realise we have done a 
tremendous amount on this 
issue,” be said. 

Mr. Solomon did not talk to 
reporters after the meeting, the 
sixth high-level contact since offi- 
cial contacts began in August 
1990. 

They discussed recent specula- 
tion in the United States about 
tbe possible survival of U.S. air- 
men, Mr. Le Mai said. The spe- 
culation followed publication of a 
photograph purporting to show 
such survivors. 

“It is not in the Vietnamese 
interest whatsoever to keep 
American prisoners for years like 
this.” Mr. Le Mai said. 

“However, m the sense of 
cooperation I told them if there is 
any evidence about a living 
American in Vietnam, even if the 
chance is zero point zero zero of' 
one per cent, we agree to a joint 


investigation with the Amer- 
icans.” 

He said he and Mr. Solomon did 
not discu& Cambodia in detail. 

Tbe Vietnamese welcomed tbe 
success of recent Cambodian 
peace talks in Thailand and China 

“We hope that the next meeting 
would also be successful,” Mr. Le 
Mai said. 

“I think tbe Americans are also 
sharing the same hope," he said. 

The United States has tied the 
issue of Washington-Hanoi nor- 
malisation to major progress in 
Cambodia, which the Vietnamese 
invaded late in 1978 to oust the 
Khmer Rouge. 

Washington also demands 
Vietnam free political prisoners 
and account for the MIAs. 

Vietnam says resolving out- 
standing issues between the two 
countries would be better accom- 
plished after normalisation. 

The Americans gave “no hint” 
cm when they might lift a trade 
embargo against Vietnam which 
has prevented it from obtaining 
loans from the International 
Monetary Fund, Mr. Le Mai 
said. 

The embargo also blocks high- 
technology transfers to Vietnam 
and hampers trade with third 
countries. 

“I would like to say that the 
normalisation is not as fast as tbe 
people of Vietnam and the peo- 
ple of the United States desire, 
but it is improving,” tbe Hanoi 
official said. “There is some im- 
provement.” 


Manila 


nabs 2 
more rebel 
leaders 


MANILA (R) — Philippine gov- 
ernment forces have arrested two 
more Communist leaders in Man- 
ila, dealing a blow to rebel plans 
to intensify urban guerrilla war- 
fare in the capital, the army chief 
said Tuesday. 

“These (arrests) will, without 
doubt, bring irreparable damage 
and grave demoralisation to the 
(Communist) Party as a whole 
and the New People’s Army 
(NPA) in particular,” Major 
General Arturo Enrile told re- 
porters. 

Alleged NPA political director 
Rey Clara Casambre, 40, defiantly 
raised a clenched fist when he 
and his wife, Corazon, were pre- 
sented to the media at army 
headquarters in Manila. 

Their arrests brought to five 
the number of senior guerrilla 
officers captured in the capital 
during the past three days. 


Mr. Casambre, with a bounty 
of half a million pesos ($17,800) 
on his head, was arrested Mon- 
day in a downtown street. His 
wife, alleged NPA personnel staff 
chief, was captured at tbe cou- 
ple's hideout. 

Gen. Enrile said the converg- 
ence of several senior guerrillas in 
Manila suggested that the NPA, 
the Philippine Commtmist Party's 
military wing, was “planning to 
do some intensification of their 
operational activities ... some- 
thing big.” 

“With the arrest of these im- 
portant people, £ am very sure 
that what they are planning to do 
has been derailed,” he said. 


The 22-year Communist in- 
surgency has been largely con- 
fined to the Philippine country- 
side. In recent years, the guerril- 
las, fighting for a Marxist state, 
have shifted small “Sparrow”. un- 
its to Manila, killing military and 
police officers in street ambushes. 

Meanwhile President Corazon 
Aquino's government has asked 
the United States to extend the 
ban that keeps Imelda Marcos 
from leaving the country, a Filipi- 
no official and Mrs. Marcos' 
lawyer said Tuesday. 


tbe former first lady had said 
she planned to return to the 
Philippines as soon as U.S. im- 
migration ban on her and the 
body of her late husband, former 
President Ferdinand Marcos, ex- 
pires Oct. 1. 


Duvalierist 
convicted 
of attempted 
coup in 
Haiti 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (AP) — 
Ousted dictator Jean-Claude 
Duvalier’s security chief was con- 
victed Tuesday of leading an 
attempted coup and sentenced to 
life at hard labour. 

“Justice has been prostituted,” 
Roger Lafbntant told the private- 
ly owned Radio Metropole. 


The 12-member jury pro- 
nounced its verdicts at 6:30 a.m. 
after deliberating all night. Mr. 
Lafbntant and his 21 accomplices 
were all found guilty. 

Mr. Lafbntant, 55, was charged 
with leading a Jan. 6 coup against 
the former civflian government of 
President Ertha P&cal-TrouiUot 
in an attempt to keep President 
Jean-Bertand Aristide from tak- 
ing power. 


The 37-year-okl Roman Catho- 
lic priest, who campaigned on a 
radically anti-Duvatierist plat- 
form, was elected by a landslide 
on Dec. 16 in Haiti’s first fully 
democratic elections since inde- 
pendence from France in 1804. 

Mr. Aristide was inaugurated 
on Feb. 7, the fifth anniversary of 
tbe fall of dictator Jean-Claude 
“Baby Doc” Duvaiier. 

Judge Arnold Charles sent- 
enced four of tire defendants, 
found gusty with attenuating cir- 
cumstances, to 10 years at hard 
labour. 


Judge Charles sentenced the 18 
others, including Mr. Lafontant, 
to life at hard labour. Tbe govern- 
ment prosecutor had asked for 15 
years at bard labour. 

The prisoners were then led 
back to the national penitentiary. 

Mr. Lafontant and the others 
have three days to appeal. 

Mr. Lafontant was formally 
charged with “attempting a coup 
d'etat and plotting against the 
internal security of the state.” 
Information Minister Marie- 
Laurence Jocelyn Lassegue 
praised tbe trial and its outcome. 


Croats say they are outmanned, 
outgunned by Serbs and army 


SISAK, Yugoslavia (AP) — 
Croatian police and guardsmen 
resolutely defend their soil just an 
hour's drive south of the repub- 
lic's capital. But they see theirs as 
a losing battle agains t Serbian 
militias they claim are backed by 
federal troops. 

Tbe chief coordinator of Croa- 
tian military operations in this 
district town, 60 kilometres south 
of Zagreb, says his forces are 
outmanned and outgunned. 

“At this moment there is no 
chance to recapture territory” 
lost to armed Serbs, district 
Police Chief Djuro Brodarac told 
reporters visiting bis office Tues- 
day. 

“That territory is controlled 
and protected by the army,” he 
said. 

Croat forces have suffered 
heavier casualties than the Serbs 
and have nearly been pushed out 
of the region of Croatia along tbe 
Bosnian border in the south and 
east of Zagreb, a region known as 
the Banija. 

Chief Brodarac expects the 
Serbs to attack Petrinja, a small 
town some eight kilometres 
southwest and the scene of vio- 
lent dashes recently, or even 
Sisak itself. 

That would edge the frontline 
in Banija farther north, and raise 
fears even the Croatian capital 


win have to be defended in an 
all-out war. 

Croatia prod aimed its intent to 
secede from Yugoslavia on June 
25. Leaders of the rival Yugoslav 
Republic of Serbia immediately 
vowed not to abandon the 
600,000 ethnic Serbs within 
Croatia’s boundaries. Croatia has 
about 6 milli on people. 

Since then, more than 100 peo- 
ple have died in fighting between 
Croats and Serbs, with the feder- 
al army sometimes intervening. 


dominated officer corps, dating jt 
is in Croatia as a buffer between 
Serbs and Croats. But federal 
troops have become increasingly 
involved in direct clashes with 
Croatian guards and police in 
recent days. 

Meanwhile Croatian President 
Franjo Tudjman refused Tuesday 
to attend a meeting of Yugosla- 
via's top leaders called to discuss 
a ceasefire in his strife- torn re- 
public. 


Signs have been more positive 
in Yugoslavia’s other 
indepentkmce-minded republic, 
Slovenia, where a ceasefire has 
held for more than three weeks. 

Croatia's nationalist-oriented 
leadership accuses Serbia and the 
army of actively s uppor ting the 
armed Serbian militias, claiming 
they are mapping out the new 
frontiers of a “greater Serbia” to 
emerge from the ashes of Yugos- 
lavia, if the federation disinte- 
grates. 


Croatia would then be left as 
an economically and politically 
feeble state. It could lose Slavo- 
nia, its fertile eastern breadbas- 
ket, and Krajina, a poorer south- . 
western area situated between - 
Zagreb and Croatia’s prosperous 
Dalmatian coast. 

The army, led by a Serb- 


Tan jug, the Yugoslav News 
Agency, said Mr. Tudjman was 
not coming because of “an escala- 
tion of (Serbian) terrorism which 
is supported by Serbian leaders 
and parts of federal mffitaiy.” 
The meeting of the collective 
presidency and tbe presidents of J 
Yugoslavia’s quarrelling repub- * 
lies was to start later Tuesday in 
Belgrade, the nation’s capital. It 
was not immediately clear 
whether the meeting would go 
ahead despite Thdjman’s abs- 
ence. 



Never aigtie 
with a Hon 


The collective presidency was 
to discuss ways to end ethnic 
dash es between Serbs, Croats 
and the federal army in Croatia 
which have killed more than 50 
people since last Thursday, said 
Vasfl Tupurkovski, Macedonia’s 
representative to the presidency. 


Indian premier faces 1st crisis 


NEW DELHI (AP) — India’s 
labour minister resigned Monday 
in a water-sharing dispute that 
threatens tbe fragile governing 
coalition. 

Press Turn of India (PTI) said 
the Minister of State for Labour, 
Vazhapadi Rammurthy, resigned 
to protest government action on a 
river water dispute between tbe 
southern states of T amil Nadu 
and Karnataka. . 

The government had decided 
Saturday to ask tbe supreme 
court to resolve the dispute to 
end 25 years of wrangling on shar- 
ing tbe Cauvery River water. 

Mr. Rammurthy, to Tamil 
Nadu, said tins was unfair because 
a supreme court-appointed tri- 
bunal had earlier decided tbe 
issue in Tamil Nadu's favour. 
Karnataka has refused to abide 
by the tribunal’s order, calling it 
arbitrary. 


“We need water and do not 
want clarification for any legal 
dispute,” Mr. Rammurthy was 
quoted as saying by United News 
of India (UNI). 

UNI said Mr. Rammurtfay’s 
resignation u a “far-reaching, 
political development.” 

Tbe news agency did not elabo- 
rate, but the resignation will like- 
ly bring into open differences 
among parliament members from 
Kamatnim and Tamil Nadn. 


fused to obey the tribunal’s order 
to release dammed wate r in 
Cauvery River, winch flows from 
Karnataka to Tamil Nadu. 


The Tamil Nadn government is 
controlled by the All India Anna 
Dravida Munnetra Kazagham 
Party, a key ally of Prime Minis- 
ter P.V. Narashnha Rao's Con- 
gress Party. Rao heads a minority 
government 


Tamil Nadu, strapped for 
drinking water, has often accused 
Karnataka of using more * ~~ 
share of the river water. 

The Congress Party 
on the All India Anna 
Munnetra Kazagham for ii 
carious survival in the Lok Sabba, 
the law-making, lower house of 
parliament 



pre- 


Karnataka is governed by tbe 
Congress Party. 

Tbe water dispute flared earlier 
tiiis month when Karnataka ro- 


The Congress Party won 225 
seats in the May-Joe elections. It 
is supported by All India Anna 
Dravida Murmetra Kazagham’s 
II seats and 9 members of other 
smaller parties. A though nine 
seats short of majority in tbe 
507-member house, the Congress 
survives with the tadtsapport of a 
cent rist -leftist affiance. 


U.S. serial killer murdered 3 


victims at grandmother’s house 


MILWAUKEE, Wisconsin (R) 
— Confessed mass murderer Jef- 
frey Dahmer admits be killed 
three of his 17 young male victims 
while living with his grandmother 
in a Milwaukee suburb during the 
1980s, police have said. 

Mr. Dahmer, 31, told police he 
killed the three men in West 
Allis, Wisconsin, and took the 
skull of one of the victims with 
him when he moved to his own 
apartment in a Milwaukee slum 
in 1989, West Allis Deputy Chief 
Robert Due said. 

It was at that apartment where 
police found the body parts of 11 
men and boys, strangled, dis- 
membered and boiled. Police 
have said Mr. Dahmer has also 
admitted killing six other people. 

The two other West Allis vic- 
tims were killed in either 1985 or 
1986 while Mr. Dahmer lived 
with his grandmother. Police said 
they were both Hispanics, one 


aged between 16 and 18 and the 
other around 21 years old. 

No search was planned for 
their bodies because Mr. Dahmer 
told investigators be “disposed” 
of their remains. Chief Due said. 


Meanwhile, authorities were 
digging up the backyard of his 
former home in Bath Township, 
Ohio, where Mr. Dahmer has 
said be began his string of mur- 
ders while in high school in 1978. 
Mr. Dahmer has told investiga- 
tors tbe body of his first victim, 
19-year-old hitchhiker Steven 
Hicks, lies buried there. 


dudes a conviction for child 
molesting and an army discharge 
for drunkenness, said Ik snared 
most of his victims in bars fre- 
quented by homosexuals in Chi- 
cago and Milwaukee. 

He confessed to luring victims 
to his apartment by promising 
them $50 if they posed nude. He 
then had sex, drugged the vic- 
tims, strangled them and cut 
them into pieces, boiling the 
skulls. He said be kept the heart 
of one victim in his freezer “to eat 
later.” 


Police in California and Florida 
as well as authorities in Germany 
have reopened investigations of 
unsolved dismemberment 
slayings, but Mr. Dahmer’s 
lawyer said his diem denies loll- 
ing anyone outride Ohio and 
Wisconsin. 

Mr. Dahmer, whose past in- 


Mr. Dahmer was charged in 
four killings last week and pro- 
secutors said they will charge him 
with others on Ang. 6 now that 
more of the victims have been 
identified 


He is scheduled to go on trial 
(m Aug. 26 and faces a life 
sentence on conviction. Wiscon- 
sin has no death penalty. 


S. Korea to submit U.N. application on Aug. 5 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea will 
submit its application for United 
Nations membership on Aug. 5, a 
Foreign Ministry spokesman said 
Tuesday. 

Roe Chang-Hee, South 
Korea's ambassador to tbe Un- 
ited Nations, will hand the ap- 
plication and a declaration 
accepting obligations stipulated 
in the U.N. charter to Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
on that date, he said. 

North Korea in May dropped 
its longstanding insistence that 
both Koreas share a rignle U.N. 
seat and reluctantly applied for 
separate membership earlier this 
month. 

South Korea's recent wooing of 
Pyongyang's longtime allies, Chi- 
na and the Soviet Union, forced 
the North to accept it could no 
longer count on a Si no- Soviet 
veto of Seoul's application, diplo- 
mats said. 

South and North Korea have 
observer status in tbe world body. 

Meanwhile North Korea, wide- 
ly suspected of developing nuc- 
lear weapons proposed Tuesday a 
nuclear-free Korean peninsula to 
be guaranteed by traditional 
allies China and die Soviet Union 
as well as the United States in 
future negotiations. 

A sombrely worded statement 


said Pyongyang “is ready to hold 
bilateral or multilateral negotia- 
tions any time to discuss the 
matter of establishing a nuclear- 
free zone on the Korean penin- 
sula.” 

It added: “The United States, 
and the Soviet Union and China, 
the nodear weapons states neigh- 
bouring on the Korean peninsula, 
shall legally guarantee the 
nuclear-free status of the Korean 
peninsula, once an agreement is 
reached (with South Korea) and 
declaration is adopted to this 
effect,” said Pyongyang’s Foreign 
Ministry in a dispatch monitored. 
in Tokyo. 

Only last week the U.S. Pacific 
Command Commander-hi-Ctiief, 
Admiral Charles Larson, said in 
Singapore that North Korea was 
secretly developing nnclear 
weapons and that the pro gram me 
posed tbe biggest security con- 
cern in the Asia-Pacific region. 

Pyongyang has repeatedly de- 
nied it is crying to develop nuclear 
weapons. 

But it has refused to allow 
international inspection of its sec- 
ret nnclear facility at Yongbyon, 
north of the capital, until the 
United States opens its bases is 
South Korea to similar scrutiny. 

North Korea showed signs of 
earing its position on internation- 


al inspection in mid-June when it 
told the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) in Vien- 
na that it would sign a safeguards 
agreement which would open its 
nuclear plants to IAEA inspec- 
tors. 

One week later, however, it 
repeated its condition that it 
would allow inspection only if the 
United States agreed to follow 
suit in South Korea. 

Now North Korea, hoping to 
wm membership in the United 
Nations, could be shjff^g toward 
a more mode-^us policy. 

Prime nriniaicn of the two 
Koreas are due meet in Pyon- 
gyang late next inoath to resume 
a tentative dialogue that began 
last September — their highest 
level contact since the 1950-53 
Korean War. 

In its three-part proposal Tues- 
day, North Korea called on arch- 
rival South Korea to negotiate 
tbe terms of a nuclear-free region 
to be set forth in a joint declara- 
tion, to take effect no later than 
the end of 1992. 


prohibition of the deployment 
and passage of nuclear weapons 
and of the nuclear military exer- 
cises in the sphere of the nuclear- 
free zone of the Korean peninsula 
and the verification of the abs- 
ence of nuclear weapons through 
inspections of the North and 
South.” 

North Korea has repeatedly 
accused the United States of bas- 
ing nuclear weapons in South 
Korea. Washington refuses to 
deny or confirm the existence of 
nnclear anus there. 

There was no immediate re- 
sponse from South Korea to the 
North's proposal. 

North Korea may have de cided 
to include Peking and Moscow as 
guarantors following pressure 
from those countries. 

Pyongyang and Moscow had 
their first high-level contact in 
mid-July in almost two years 


when Alexander Mokanu, deputy 

chairman of the Council of the 


The joint declaration should 
provide for bans on the testing, 
manufacturing and possession of 
nuclear weapons by the North 
and South, the statement said. 

It should also provide for “the 


Union, one of two chambers of 
the Soviet parliament, visited 
North Korea and met President 
Kim H-Suxtg. 

Although no details of the 
meeting have emerged, the senior 
Soviet official may have used it as 
an , opportunity to urge |<forth 
Korea to join the international 
community. 


SYDNEY (R) — r For die boa-ir .J 
was a. case of mistaken identity. V 
Fes- his tamer, with 17 stitebes m 
Iris thigh, it was Uca& of never : ; 
argue with a Bon even if he& in ' . . 
the wrong. Australian Bruce Rpsr - - 
sell was attacked by two-year-old 
Samson, a 250-lalograaune Bon, • 
after Samson mistook Mt- Ras- ' 
sell’s whip foirlnspetbpM. "^ / 
some reason he drought the whip. 
was a bone and thought he’d have-. . 
a chew,” Mr. Rassefl told, repor- 
ters. “I tried to take ft' back and-, 
he bit me.” Tbe maulingotimned 
while Mr. RusseU, owner of the - ' . 
travelling Russell’s Grcus.^riad 
Samson, were poring for photon 
graphs at Tweed Heads on the; 1 
New South Wales coast.^^a?r 
perfectly natural action to n«!fect r 
what he considered to ts his 
bone” Mr. Russell -sai&-fehrue.-- 
dreus tradition Mr. Russ^sakf, 
the show would go on und = - • 
would be back in thcTing wife ^f 
Samson each evening.- - 


German gets 
virginity test 
in Turkey 




URLA, turkey (AP)--AGff, 
man tourist was snatched -frour 
her bed at this Tarkisb . Aegean '« 
resort and had bet viiguifty r - 
checked, after people comptefijed. s 
the hotel was being used f 

“love nest.” Press reports^ shuT; v’ 
the police, burst into tbciroom^ f 
where Angelika Wittwetateher ' 
Turkish companion YayUz~Kayaf ^ 
were 'staying at 3 a-in. East iTtaesT: y 
day, took them into custody entf;;?/ ; / 
subjected her to a virginity l v 
A court freed her after sfae.^ent / I 
15 hours in detentkra^ the reports ' 

said. In a telephone interview - 
with the Associated Pn&s,;.*. ^ : • 
police officer in Urla who ^qke f 
on condition of anonymity -said ' 
die hotel had been raided: 
complaints from unidentified;., 
people that it was used as a“]»rer ''-' 
nest.” He said the hotel matiagi^; V 
Cemal Aktas, had beet^ j^ed.^' ; 
briefly on charges of didtiiigr^v :: . 
prostitution and the hotel 
Turkish newspapers quoted legal. ; ;V1 
authorities as saying that Toikrait'V 
laws efid not bar unmanied 
pies, sharing hotel rooms and- r ' 


the police action was a great bfow. 


to Turkey’s efforts to increase Afcf 
tourism revenues. But 
police official said ‘If is not upuKo ;V r 
us to check if .there were soch xy~ 
laws.” “We take them (stuped; pfeV’V 
offenders) to the court and^ ^ -> 
court deckles whether itwas pro*-; . 
titution or not” ... : 

Capriati eradlcafesXX 
*you know* from • 
repertoire 




NOTTINGHAM, England (AP)H 
— The U.S. team scored a lmgv ^ 
uistic victory even though it lost! 
the final to Spain in the Federal- 
tion Cup. With a lot of help froSi v'' 
her teammates. Jennifer .Capriati^ 
said she has won ter batte tarid v. 
the dreaded words “you takraf*^;- 
from her vocabulary. The > 
year-old Floridian whose petson-. 
al brand of teen-speak has beea%.}^ 
hit with headline writers sincedjev ' 
turned pro last March, is famous / 
for her frequent use of 
know” at the begi nnin g, mjdffle;."',- 
and end of sentences. Writers'.; 
often compete during press 00 $- v’ v 
ferences to count how many 
knows’’ Capriati can utfeaf 
minute. But Capriati said that js'a.-r^ 
flung of the past “I just 
myself on TV and I defimtefy - 
realised how many times I said it ^ 
I told my teammates to hit me?r - ; 
every time I said 
said. Gigi Fernandez, Mary £ 

Fernandez, and Zina Ganje»n|^ 
obliged, poking or glaring at I 
riati each time she .used ! 
phrase daring the early dayft 
the week-long Federation Cup. ;/: 
By Sunday, Capriati was abfe^tof 1 ^ 
announce: ‘Tve gotten -tetfeic&® 
think.” Gigi Ffemandez, . wteTost;-? 
m doubles as .the .U.S. J^ naA 
defeated 2rl by Spam, 
the ami-you know- 
success and added: “Avlea# *££ 
won something.” - • r 


Turkish men • 
o^red islamlctX^S 
kathhig costume;^ 


ANKARA (R) >TuHtis!r ti&SH 
fan now buy “XslamfesQte!^h«^£ 
fng costumes wffich cosTr tfe l 


£*jng to the figure whea wt^ 
Jney .come from . the.vTokWr^ 
Tesettur Giyim F5«iioiy r 

SOeenlMM -iiTii;? 



“MHic Styfe.” tol 

°nc style .dra s s M i g am an’ i & 
' to start from, his JHp j 

ewer 


not 


